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AppoINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT. Nathan 
uffoorough, Joshua Pierce, John Cox, James Gettys, 
wis Carberry, George Naylor and C. H. Wiltber- 

rer, to be members of the levy court of Washing- 
{ ty. 
| ihomas Clarbery, Bernard Hooe and William Mi- 
Sor, to be inspectors of the penitentiary. 
Samuel Smoot to be justice of the peace for the 
ounty of be ar ern 
George Hill, of onnecticut, to be consul of the 
Inited States for the port of Boodroom, in Turkey 
a. 
sad Plumer, of Pennsylvania, to be marshal 
of the United States for the western district of 
Pennsylvania, in the place of Seth Salisbury, re- 


moved. 

On Thursday, the 9th instant, the hon. Richard 
3. Dunlap was introduced by the secretary of 
tate to the president, and delivered his credentials 

minister plenipotentiary and envoy extraordi- 
rary of the republic of Texas. 











MiuiraRy AcApEMy. The following gentle- 
men have been invited to attend the ensuing exami- 
ration of the cadets of the United States military 
Wcademy, to commence on the second Monday in 




















next inonth, [ Globe. 
en. G. Temple Winthrop, Massachusetts. 
en. John Pickering, 6 
on. John McKeon, New York. 
ov. W. L. Marcy, we 
on. Byram Green, s 
on. R. C. Grier, Pennsylvania. 
Rev. William R. De Witt, “6 
on. Thomas M. Pettit, “ 
Wol. William Drayton, <6 
Dr. Charles Magill, Maryland. 
ohnson Reynolds, esq. Virginia, 


| brm. W. Venable, esq. North Carolina. 
Mev. J. Bachman, South Carolina. 
WWilliain H. Ellet, esq. ss 















mr. C. Milton Reese, Georgia. 
ol. F. Jordon, “ 
Bev. J. J. Bullock, Kentucky. 
MAbrm. Litton, esq. Tennessee, 
B. M. Atherton, esq. Ohio. 
on. William Hendricks, Indiana. 
en. Thomas A. Smith, Missouri. 


en. J. R. Fenwick, United States army. 


™% Ruove Isranp. The votes at the recent elec- 
Hion in this state having been counted, it appears 
hat seven senators, all whigs, have been chosen. 
Bainuel W. King is chosen by a majority of 528 
bver all others; Hezekiah Bosworth by 100; Jona- 
Whan Reynolds by 114; Ezekiel Fowler by 100; 
William 8S. Browning by 116; Olney Whipple by 
29; Henry Aldrich by 165. 

There are still three vancancies in the senate-— 
but as a quoruin has been chosen, no new election 
Mill take place, and the first senator, Samuel W. 
King, will officiate as governor. The whig majori- 
my in grand committee is 17. John Sterne, the 
P(winistration candidate, has been chosen general 
reasurer by a majority of 38; Henry Bowen, secre- 
ary by a majority of 902; Albert C. Greene, attor- 
ey general without opposition; both whigs. 





Connecticut. The spring session of the le- 
rislature of this state commenced last week, being 
he first meeting since the late general election. 
the strength of parties in the house of representa- 
ives was tried upon the election of a speaker. The 
otes were for Wm. W. Boardman (whig) 109; for 

has. Woodward (V. B.) 74; scattering 3; show- 
hg a whig preponderance of thirty or forty votes. 
ohn A. Rockwell (whig) was elected president 
ro tem. of the senate. 

Governor Ellsworth’s message is very tempe- 
ate and guarded in its allusions to national politics, 
but presents his views against the sub-treasury 
mcheme, very fully and frankly. [t developes an ad- 
birable financial condition of the ‘land of steady 
abits.”” Connecticut owes nobody a farthing, and 
"as $21,000 in her treasury, beside a school fund 
' $2,000,000, yielding an annual revenue of 
7104,000. The state paupers cost $1,700 a year 
or their maintenance; but the state prison earns a 
5 nett sum of $3,000 or over. 

Vox. VI.—S16. 11. 






Leetscature or New York. The legislature 
of this state adjourned on Tuesday at 12 o’clock, 
sine die. A slip from the Albany Argus says: 

The number of laws passed during the session is 
large, 390; but the acts of public importance may 
be said to lie in a nutshell. Indeed we recollect at 
this moment only the acts allowing the issue of 
small bills; concerning foreign bank notes; concern- 
ing the compensation of the clerks of the supreme 
court and registers of clerks in chancery; and to 
preserve the purity of elections, as of general im- 
portance; the two latter of which passed at the last 
moment. 

The bills in aid of the several rail road compa- 
nies, having been held by the assembly by a pre- 
conceived political arrangement, until within a few 
days of the adjournment, and then pushed through 
indiscriminately, and thrown upon the senate in 
the midst literally of all the public business of the 
session, that body did not find time to take them 
up, nor inclination to allow them to rush through, 
in an accumulated mass, without the opportunity 
to discriminate among the applications, or to give 
such as were meritorious the consideration the sub- 
ject demanded. The house held possession of them 
nearly four months, and then threw them upon 
the senate under the circumstances we have stat- 
ed. They were not called up in the latter body. 

The bill to authorise the construction of the New 
York, and Erie rail road by the state, was rejected 
in the senate, and after full discussion in both houses 
—the bill not being in a shape to receive the votes 
of all who were in favor of the measure in some 
form. 

The senate rose and reported on the bill to reduce 
the size and cost or the Erie canal enlargement to 
six feet by sixty, on Monday; but were not able, 
under the pressure of other matters, to go again 
into committee on thesubject. But if the question 
had heen brought to a vote, we do not doubt that a 
decided majority were in favor of this saving to the 
state of some $5,000,000. 

The bills toextend (for five years) the char- 
ters of the Long Island bank, and the bank of Ro- 
chester, became laws. 

The assertion of the Argus, that ‘‘the bills in aid 
of the several rail road companies having been held 
in the assembly, by a preconceived political ar- 
rangement, and then pushed through indiscrimi- 
nately,”’ is without a shade of foundation in truth— 
itis well known that these bills were denounced, 
aud determined to be rejected in acaucus of the ex- 
regency held last week. The federal loco focos in 
the senate have “taken the responsibility’ of de- 
feating these internal improvement bills, as they 
did the election of United States senator, and the 
Jesuitism of the Argus will not blind the eyes of 
the people to this violation of their rights. 

[N. Y. Times. 


a 


Mr. WezrsTErR IN Boston. Mr. Webster’s per- 
sonal friends in Boston gave him a private dinner on 
Monday evening, at the Tremont house. About 150 
of them sat down to a rich feast, well arranged and 
prepared with great good taste. The dinner was 
rather private than public—a few only of the many 
among Mr. Webster’s friends being present. 
Among the speakers were Mr. Webster, governor 
Everett, Mr. Lathrop and the rev. Mr. Winslow. 
Mr. Webster took occasion to remark that he had 
no thought of changing his place of residence after 
his return from England as had been intimated in 
some of the papers; Boston had been his home for 
23 years. He went there a young man and was 
now too old a man to change his social relations, 
and leave old friends for new ones. Boston was his 
home, and in this world he desired no other. The 
Tremont dinner was intended as a sort of adieu 
ineeting to Mr. Webster prior to his leaving for 
Europe. The feast was both intellectual and social, 
and the meeting and parting was conducted in the 
best spirit. 

From Frortpa. We learn from Tampa Bay, 
says the Tallahassee Floridian of the 4th inst. that a 
short time since the hostile Indians under Nehe- 
Stoco Matta, principal chief of the Tallahassees, 
with one hundred warriors, went into Tampa and 
carried off all the Indian prisoners at that post. 
T hey likewise returned the night following, crossed 





the river and reconnoitered the post and barracks. — 


—_ rg 





They refuse to come in to treat with the whites, and 
left word with a white man whom they held priso- 
ner during one night, that if gen. Macomb wished 
to treat with them he must come to their camp. It 
is said they are unwilling to leave tke territory until 
better satisfied of the situation of their friends who 
have emigrated; that they will retire down the penin- 
sula and defend themselves until overpowered. No 
depredations have been committed recently, and they 
declare their intention to remain peaceable unless 
disturbed by the whites. We have no intimation 
of gen. Macomb’s further movements. 


CoTTON SPECULATIONS. The New Orleans pa- 
pers have lately contained many paragraphs on the 
subject of very extensive dealings in cotton by a 
single individual, the initials of whose name only 
are given, (V. N.) but who seems to have alarmed 
the merchants, who have in turn arrested his oper- 
ations, and, in doing so, arrested him, and prevented 
his loaded vessels from leaving port. The follow- 
ing is the latest paragraph on the subject from New 
Orleans that we have seen: 

From the Louisianian, April 30. 

The great speculaior. The operations of this in- 
dividual have occasioned great embarrassment in 
the market. An immense quantity of cotton is tem- 
porarily thrown out of the way of purchasers, in 
consequence of being seized by the sheriff, Some 
of the cotton factors have been severely distressed 
to meet their engagements, having depended for 
that purpose on the punctual payment in cash of 
the sums due them by the speculator. Many ships 
of the first elass, laden or partly laden with cotton 
on his account, have been detained. In fact, the 
commercial part of the community is thrown into 
excitementand confusion by all these circumstances, 
and it will require the lapse of some time, and, we 
fear,along course of judicial proceedings, to re- 
store affairs to their former calm. 

On this subject the New York American of Mon- 
day last has the following paragraph, which throws 
more light upon the matter: 

“Mr. Vincent Nolte, well known in this commu- 
nity andin New Orleans, has recently been pur- 
chasing cotton on speculation very largely—from 30 
to 40,000—in the latter city. When the accounts 
by the Great Western reached New Orleans and 
sent cotton up, those who had not before ventured 
as purchasers began to investigate the more daring 
purchases of Mr. Nolte, and by hints and innuen- 
does, as issaid, occasioned distrust about his ability 
to comply with his contracts. 

“This led to withholding deliveries, seizing ships 
loaded, and finally to holding Mr. Nolte himself to 
bail, in which state things were at the last accounts. 
We have confidence that Mr. Nolte will carry 
through his undertaking successfully, and, we hope, 
profitably to himself.” 


LATEsT FROM Texas. The packet Columbia, 
43 hours from Galveston, arrived at New Orleans on 
the 30th ult. 

They had a splendid ball on the 22d ult. in honor 
of the victory of San Jacinto. 

An attempt was made on the 25th, by a couple of 
young bloods to fight a duel, near Galveston, but 
they were interrupted by the sheriff. 

A large cargo of ice had arrived at Galveston, and 
the erection of the house to keep it in during the 
season, is announced. 

The Civilian and Houston Intelligencer continue 
at loggerheads. They cast insinuations at each 
other and call pretty hard names. 





Upper Canapa. Recall of sir George Arthur. 
The Hamilton Express, of the 27th ult. has the fol- 
lowing postscript: , 

“We have good authority for stating that sir 
George Arthur has been recalled; 

Outrage on the Stephen Girard. The following 
communication from gov. Arthur, was sent by lieut. 
Jones, of the British army, as special messenger, to 
the collector at Cleveland, in explanation of the re- 
cent insult offered to an American vessel in the 
waters of the Welland eanal: 

Government house, Toronto, 25th April, 1839. 

Sir: An account has just reached the lieut. go- 
vernor, that a gross insult was offered by some militia 





eon Monday last, to the masfer of the American 
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schooner Stephen Girard, of Oswego, while that ves- 
sel was lying at Port Colborne, on her way to Cleve- 
land. No official report of this reprehensible pro- 
ceeding has yet been received; but by a letter from 
the collector at Port Colborne, to a director of 
the Welland canal, it would appear that some 
militia men, in a state of intoxication, boarded the 
vessel, cut the pennant halyards, and by threaten- 
ing language compelled the master to throw them 
on shore. They also endeavored to impede the 
progress of the Stephen Girard, through the canal, 
and in this attempt her jolly-boat was materially 
injured. 

His excellency trusts that it can hardly be neces- 
sary for him to express the great concern he feels 
on this occasion; nor is it his wish to palliate an of- 
fence, the commission of which has excited his 
highest displeasure. ; 

He hopes, however, that you will do every thing 
in your power to allay the angry feelings to which 
such an outrage is calculated to give rise; and by 
the publication of a true statement of the facts of 
the case, to divest it of that false coloring with 
which it will probably at first be represented. It 
will, likewise, perhaps be fe oepen by you as a 
part of your 7 to direct the attention of your 
countrymen to those lawless and cruel aggressions 
on this province, which have provoked an act of a 
retaliatory character from a few drunken soldiers; 
and his excellency doubts not but that every pro- 
per means will be employed by the public functiona- 
ries of Cleveland to compose an ere the 
public mind. In the same spirit he authorises me 
to assure you, that the perpetrators of this outrage 
shall be visited by the severest punishment our 
laws will permit; and that such effectual means 
shall be immediately adopted to prevent its recur- 
rence as will enable your vessels to pass through 
our canals without the slightest danger of interrup- 
tion, or annoyance of any kind. For your further 
satisfaction on this point, his excellency has direct- 
ed an intelligent officer to proceed instantly to 
Cleveland, to afford every explanation that can 
reasonably be required on the subject of my present 
communication. a ; : 

I have only to add, that it is the particular desire 
of the Jieut. governor that the master of the Ste- 
phen Girard should come here to substantiate the 
charges-against the militiamen, who are now under 
confinement, and that he may rely on experiencing 
yrotection and kind treatment from us. I have the 
house to be, sir, your most obedient, humble serv’t. 

R.D. Tucker, prov’l. sec’y. 
S. Starkweather, esq. collector of customs, Cleveland. 


—_——-! 


LATE AND IMPORTANT FROM CHINA. Suspen- 
sion of trade—Mob law in the Celestial Empire.— 
By the ship York, froin Canton, we have advices to 
Jan 12th. The smuggling of opium had continued 
to increase until Dec. 3d, when 203 catties being 
about to be landed in front of the foreign factories at 
Canton they were seized, and the foreign trade en- 
tirely suspended. 

The Coolies who were arrested accused Mr. Innes, 
a British merchant, of having sent money to Wam- 
poa for the purchase of the opium, and Mr. Talbot 
of the American house of Talbot, Olyphant & Co. 
of having imported the same in the ship Thos. 
Perkins. The hatches were ordered to be sealed, 
and Innes and Talbot to be expelled. The hong 
merchant Punhoyqua, who was security for the Per- 
kins, was exposed in the pillory. 

Several communications now passed between 
the chamber of commerce of the foreign residents 
and the governor. Mr. Talbot declared his inno- 
cence, and that the Perkins brought nothing but rice. 
The clamber remonstrated at the treatment towards 
him and the hong merchants. 

Mr. Innes was directed to leave immediately or 
his house should be pulled down. Onthe 12th Dec. 
matters grew worse in consequence of the attempt 
of the authorities to insult the foreign merchants by 
strangling in front of the factories a Chinese accused 
of smuggling opium. An immense crowd gathered 
on the square, and the foreign residents and the 
crews of the vessels resisting the execution, the 
Coolies consented to remove the instruments and 
criminal to another place. The crowd up to this 
time were friendly, but the foreigners indiscreetly 
struck back some of the Chinese with canes, the 
mob turned on them, and pelted them with showers 
of stones. 

The old hong merchant Howqua now appeared 
on the scene, and beckoned to the foreigners to re- 
treat, which they did, into the imperial hong. The 
mob, amounting to some 8,000, tore up the palisades, 
and did much injury to the verandahs and doors of 
the factories by brick bats, stones, &c. The milita- 
ry were finally called in and the mob dispersed.— 


The troops, with their camp fires and gorgeous lan- 


terns, bivouacked on the square during the night. 
Capt. Elliott, superintendent of the British trade, 
arrived inthe course of the night from Whampoa, 
with 120 of the crews of the shipping. ‘The cham- 
ber of commerce on the 14th remonstrated against 
the execution of criminals on the factory ground. 
The governor replied that the ground was the em- 
peror’s, the executions should go on if the smuggling 
did not cease. A few days after his excellency pub- 
lished an order declaring Mr. Talbot innocent. Mr. 
Innes went to Macoa. 

Captain Elliot, at a meeting of the foreign mer- 
chants, chiefly Americans, admitted the foreigners 
were engaged in the smuggling, and declared that 
in regard to the British he should put a stop toit, as 
it was disgraceful, and would loose them the entire 
trade with China. He issued a notice prohibiting 
all British boats engaged in the smuggling to return 
to the Bocca Tigris, and enjoining respect to Chi- 
nese authorities, &c. 

The trade was re-opened Jan. 1. 

Numerous brilliant meteors were seen at Canton 
by the missionary, the rev. Dr. Parker, on the 9th 
and 13th November. The doctor had heen honored 
with a request to prescribe for the Namhoy. 

Business is not yet re-established since the blow 
it received by the troubles. 

The hong merchants have determined to give no 
security for ships until the captains and consignees 
give security that they are not engaged in smuggling 
opium. As the captains and consignees cannot give 
this security, the residents have petitioned to have 
the hong merchants compelled to give security as 
before, which request would probably be granted. 
The prices for the new teas were not yet fixed. 

[N. York Star. 


STEAMBOAT GLAsGow. We find in the St. 
Louis Bulletin of the 26th April the following par- 
ticulars of the destruction by fire of the steamboat 
William Glasgow: 

The William Glasgow, captain Littleton, on her 
passage from Pittsburg to this port, while in the 
Mississippi about 15 miles from the mouth of the 
Ohio, on Tuesday last took fire in the hold, and 
was consumed to the water’s edge. Such was the 
rapid progress of the flames, that nothing was sav- 
ed but a trifling amount of baggage by a few of the 
passengers, and the books of the clerk’s office. 

There was on board at the time upwards of a 
hundred passengers, consisting chiefly of emi- 
grants, destined for Illinois and Missouri. Many 
of these emigrants had with them considerable 
sums of money in specie, most of which was lost. 
One person lost in specie $3,500; and the whole 
amount is conjectured to be not less than $15,000, 
besides furniture and other property. In truth, 
many families are literally beggared. The steam- 
er North Star, which arrived here this morning, 
bringing the above intelligence—succeeded, at 
great risk to herself, in rescuing a number from the 
burning wreck, and bronght to this place about one 
half of the passengers, some of whom are in a very 
destitute and pitiable condition. The Glasgow had 
on board two hogsheads and some kegs of powder, 
which fortunately did not explode until the per- 
sons on board had made their escape. 

The confusion and trepidation of the passengers 
no doubt in this case, asin all similar ones, occa- 
sioned a needless abandonment of property, and, 
we are pained to add, the loss of one if not two 
lives. A German, named Henry Brink, in thedes- 
peration of the moment, leaped into the water and 
perished, leaving a widow and two children. 

The captain and a portion of the passengers re- 
mained behind, without, however, the faintest 
prospect of recovering any thing, as the fire and 


explosion have completely annihilated both boat 
and cargo. 





War. War has been well called a destroyer—it 
revels upon blood and treasure. The mighty in- 
roads which it makes upon the finances of a nation, 
may be seen by the following table of the expendi- 
tures of the British government for six successive 
years, ending with the battle of Waterloo, which 
gave peace to Europe: 





Periods. 
1810 £ 89,110,154 
1811 92,190,699 
1812 103,421,538 
1813 120,952,657 
1814 116,843,889 
1815 116,491,051 
£ 639,009,988 


A very large proportion of this 639 millions of 
money, wrung from the people of Great Britain, 
and irretrievably lost, was squandered in prosecuting 
the peninsular war! 





a 
SPECIAL MISSION TOENGLAND. _ 
From the Globe of yesterday. 

The president has determined not to send a gp, 
cial minister to England at present, and we are ere 
mitted to publish the following extracts froin the eo. 
respondence between lord Palmerston § ani| 
Stevenson as explanatory of the views of the 
governments upon the subject. 


[EXTRACT.] 
Mr. Stevenson to lord Palmerston. 

Lord Palmerston has probably already been ap. 
prised that, among the proceedings of the congres 
of the United States at the close of its late session 
provision was made for a special mission to Greg 
Britain, in relation to the subject of this contr, 
versy, should it, in the opinion of the president 
be deemed advisable to appoint one. In virtue of 
this provision, the undersigned has now the hono; 
of acquainting his lordship that the president of the 
United States (desirous of conforming to the ingj. 
cated wishes of congress) has directed him to ap. 
nouce to her majesty’s government his willingnes 
to institute such a mission, and change the place of 
negotiation, which had heretofore been agreed oy 
from Washington to London; provided it should tp 
agreeable to her majesty’s government to do so, ani 
would, in their opinion, be the means of hastenip 
or facilitating the final adjustment of the contr. 
versy. 


In submitting this proposition of the president, 
which he has now the honor of doing, the under. 
signed flatters himself that lord Palmerston will not 
fail to appreciate the motives which have influenced 
the president in making it, and see in it, not only an 
additional proof of his desire to terminate amicab| 
this protracted and painful controversy, but the ear. 
nest solicitude which he feels to place the relations 
of the two countries beyond the reach of those casy. 
alties by which, in the present state of things, they 
are so liable to be injured. 


To this proposition, the undersigned has been di- 
rected respectfully to urge the early consideration of 
her majesty’s government. 


The importance and urgency of bringing toa spee- 
dy close the pending negotiation, and the existing 
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embarrassments in which the two countries are now ( 
placed, will, the undersigned persuades himself, suf. Foreign C 
ficiently explain the earnestness with which he has 
pressed the subject upon the consideration of lon 
Palmerston; and, in closing this note, he can but 
indulge the confident hope that the final determination The New 
of her majesty’s government will not only corres. & pnpennees 3 
pond with the just expectations which are entertain. B UY» W!'O § 
ed by his own government, but that it will be the hich port 
means of leading to such an adjustment of the whole Be OU'et We 
controversy as inay be compatible with the jut B@ IL leagues 
rights and honor of the two countries, and the peace: F presented a: 
ful and friendly relations, upon the preservation of B= Mexia w: 
which so essentially depend the prosperity and hap- B Bouth of Ta 
piness of both. about toma 
(Signed) A. STEVENSON. as quiet 
Portland Place, March 30, 1839. mare ae 
xt own was b 
[EXTRACT.] m The ouly 


brig Censor 


Lord Palmerston to Mr. Stevenson. 
Outside, and 


Her majesty’s government consider the comm: 














nication which Mr. Stevenson had been instructed of the Ame 
to make to the undersigned upon the subject of the arorn 
proposed mission of a special envoy to England a yoyere t 
a fresh proof of the friendly disposition of the presi- Th him t 
dent, and of the frankness which it is hoped will al: b he com 
ways characterise the intercourse between the two ere were 


n the city 
Pight men- 
‘erd Island 

ying unde 
mwas at Sac: 
HOnlan, was 
lalia was | 


governments; and her majesty’s government hastens 
to reply to that communication in the same spit 
and with the same frankness. The president is (e- 
sirous of knowing whether such a mission would be 
agreeable to her majesty’s government, and whethet 
it would, in their opinion, be the means of hastening 
or facilitating the final adjustment of the controvel 


sy. That it would always be agreeable to her 1% ” Wh th 
jesty’s government to receive’ any person enjoyilg ered to | 
the confidence of the president, and sent hither ' ct “oa 
treat of matters affecting the interests of both coun essel tag 
tries, the undersigned is persuaded that the gover! Be roce ded 
ment of the United States cannot possibly doubt: var “O : 
but her majesty’s government do not see that in the sdllnand 
present state of the negotiation such a mission could bile disch, 
be likely to hasten or to facilitate the adjustment © and’ then 
the controversy. It was the wish of the British £° Bawit, thre : 
vernment in 1831, when the award of the king of th¢ Be large ss 
Netherlands was given, that any further negotiat)® 0 Souk 
which might be necessary upon this subject,should b¢ lexia, as 
carried on in London. But the government of the ew recruj 
United States expressed a strong desire that the se! The Lo 
of negotiation should be in Washington, and the ranslation 
British government acquiesced in that arrangemen!. itween Me; 
Now the question at present to be considered '§ FUln the nam 
whether any advantages would arise from transl! he pres 





ring the negotiation to London. Prajesty th 


nu: 
‘ted 
the 
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ale 
{wo 
ens 
yirit 


| be 
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ing 
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such that the two governments were at liberty to 

rive at a final and immediate settlement of the 
nontroversy, by a conventional division of the terri- 
tory in dispute, her majesty’s government would be 
of opinion that advantage might arise froin the mis- 
sion proposed to be sent to this country by the go- 
yernment of the United States. But Maine having 
refused toagree toa conventional line, and another 
reference to arbitration being in the present state of 
the matter out of the question; the only course left 
open for the two governments, with a view to arrive 
at a solution of the controversy, is to cause a fresh 
survey ofthe territory to be made, for the purpose 


D of endeavoring to trace upon the ground itself, the 


ine of the treaty of 1783; and the undersigned is 
sending to Mr. Fox, for the consideration of the 
resident, a draft of a convention for the purpose of 


Sregulating the proceedings of the commissioners to 


be appointed by the two governments for this end; 
and her majesty’s government hope that the report 
of these commissioners will either settle the ques- 
tion at issue, or furnish to the two governments 
such information as may lead directly to a settle- 
ment. But this being the present state of the mat- 
er, it appears to her majesty’s government that a 
special envoy now sent from America, would not, 
pon his arrival in this country, find any thing to 
iscuss or to settle in connection with this question, 
he discussion or settlement of which could be of 
mportance commensurate with the expectations 

hich such a mission would naturaliy excite on 


Whoth sides of the Atlantic; and that if, in conse- 
Wguence thereof, the envoy so sent were to return to 


he United States, before the two governments had 
finally settled the whole question, a disappointment 

ight thereby be created which, however unfound- 
od it would be, might, nevertheless produce bad ef- 


¥Fects in both countries. 


Her majesty’s government having thus stated, 


Pwithout reserve, their impression upon this matter, 


eave the decision of it to the president; and the un- 


Mersigned has only further to assure Mr. Stevenson 

“that her majesty’s government are very sensible to 

Whe spirit of friendly confidence, which has dictated 
Mr. Stevenson’s communication. 


(Signed, ) PALMERSTON. 
Foreign Office, April 3, 1839. 





FROM MEXICO. 
The New Orleans True American, of May 1, 


Wannounces the arrival of the U.S. cutter Wood- 
ury, with $50,000 in specie, from Tampico, from 


hich port she sailed on the 20th ult. From the 
ourier we learn that the government forces were 


‘1 leagues from that place. Both parties are re- 
presented as wanting strength. 


Mexia was at a small place on the coast, 40 miles 


Bouth of Tampico. He had 1,700 troops, and was 
‘about to march on Puebla. At Tampico the town 


as quiet and in possession of the federalists.— 
here were about 1,000 men under arms and the 
own was being fortified. 

The ouly American vessel in the harbor was the 


brig Censor. U. States ship Erie was at anchor 
yPutside, and would remain there for the protection 


bf the American residents. Mexia will not make 
An attempt on Vera Cruz. It is rather too well 
alculated to resist any force he can bring against 
t, for him to hope to take it. Y 
The commerce of Vera Cruz has been resumed. 
here were about 1,200 government troops on duty 
Pi 


T 


ght men-of-war, were lying at Sacrificios, and 
erd Island. The English had one sloop of war, 


my'ng under the castle. The U.S. ship Ontario 


as at Sacrificios, com. Shubrick, with the Mace- 
jolla, Was on his way to Vera Cruz. The Van- 
oud was at Lagunda, and the Levant at Mata- 

When the federal army left Tampico, they char- 
ered four American vessels, then lying in that 
port. Seven hundred dollars was advanced to each 
essel for its services for twelve days. They all 
roceeded to Tuspan with troops and munitions of 
var. On the arrival, (on the 11th day after their 


my steement), the schooner Andrew Jackson, of Mo- 


bile, discharged her soldiers and one field piece, 


: ee put to sea, as it is reported in Tampico, 
| 10 three brass field pieces, 500 stand of arms, and 


ty quantity of fixed amunition. This loss will 
Berne greatly effect the operations of general 
. a, a3 he depended on these arms to equipt such 

W recruits as might arrive from the interior. 
€ Louisianian of May 2d, has the following 


n of the treaty of peaee and indemnity be- 


n the name of the most Holy Trinity— 
e President of the republic of Mexico, and bis 
y the king of the French, desirous of termi- 


n the city. The French squadron consisting of 





nating the war which unfortunately prevails be- 
tween the two countries, have chosen for their 
sh gga respectively, to wit: his excel- 
ency the president of Mexico, Manuel Eduardo 
Gorostiza, minister of foreign atfairs, and Guadalupe 
Victoria general of division; and his majesty the 
king of the French, Charles Baudin, officer of the 
royal order of the legion of honor— 

Who, after interchanging their full powers, and 
— found them good and in good form, have 
agreed upon the following articles: 

Art. L. There shall be constant peace and per- 
petual friendship between the republic of Mexico 
on the one part, and his majesty the king of the 
French, his heirs and successors, on the other part, 
without exception of persons or places. 

Art. 2. To the end to facilitate the prompt re- 
establishment of mutual kindness between the two 
nations, the contracting parties agree to submit to 
the decision of a third power the two questions fol- 
lowing to wit: 

1. If Mexico has a right to claim from France, 
either the restitution of Mexican vessels captured 
by the French forces, after the surrender of the 


fortress of San Juan de Ulloa, or an indemnity for | & 


the same, in case the French government should 
have disposed of them? 

2d. If it be right to accord indemnities which, on 
one side, the French might claim for losses sustain- 
ed by them from the law of expulsion, and which 
the Mexicans, on the other, might claim for loss 
sustained by them from hostilities after the 26th 
November last? 

Art. 3. Until the two parties shall be able to 
conclude a treaty of commerce and navigation, 
which shall regulate in a definite manner, and with 
reciprocal advantages for Mexico and France their 
future relations, the diplomatic and consular agents, 
the citizens of all classes, the ships and merchan- 
dise of both countries, shall continue to enjoy in 
each other all the franchises, privileges and immu- 
nities whatever, which are or may be hereafter by 
treaties or usage to the most favored nations, and 
that gratuitously, if such concession is gratuitous 
or conditional, as the case may be. 

Art. 4. As soon as one of the originals of the 
present treaty and of the convention of the same 
date, duly ratified, one and the other by the Mexi- 
can government, according to the terms of the fol- 
lowing article, shall be transmitted to the French 
plenipotentiary, the fortress of San Juan de Ulloa 
shall be restored to Mexico with its artillery, in the 
state in which it shall be found. 

Art. 5. The present treaty shall be ratified by 
the Mexican government, in the constitutional form, 
within twelve days from the date hereof, or before, 
ifit be possible, and by his majesty, the king of the 
French, within four months from said date. 

In testimony whereof, the above named plenipo- 
tentiaries have signed and sealed the same with 
their respective seals. 

Done in the city of Vera Gruz, in triplicate, one 
of the originals to remain in the hands of his ma- 
jesty, the president of Mexico, and the two others 
delivered to his majesty the king of the French, 
the 9th day of the month of March, in the year of 
our Lord, 1839. CHARLES BAUDIN, 

M. E. GOROSTIZA, 
GAUDALUPE VICTORIA. 


CONVENTION. 
[In the name of the Most Holy Trinity.] 

Art. 1. In order to satisfy the claims of France, 
relative for damage received by her subjects before 
the 26th November, 1838, the Mexican government 
will pay to the French government the sum of six 
hundred thousand dollars in specie, payment of 
which shall be made in three instalinents of two 
hundred thousand dollars each, by the principal ad- 
ministrator of the custom house at Vera Cruz, at 
two, four and six months, dating from the day of 
the ratification of the present convention by the 
Mexican goxernment. When the said payments 
are made, the government of the republic shall be 
acquitted and freed by France, in regard to all 
claims anterior to the 26th November, 1838. 


Art. 2. The question whether the Mexican ves- 
sels and their cargoes, sequestered during the block- 
ade, and afterwards captured by the French, in con- 
sequence of the declaration of war, shall be consi- 
dered good prize to the captors—shall be submnitted 
to the arbitration of a third power, as stipulated in 
the second article of the treaty of this date. 

Art. 8. The Mexican government binds itself not 
to raise or permit to be raised, any future obstacle 
to the punctual and reguiar payment of the French 
creditors, which have been acknowledged, and are 
in a train of liquidation. 

Art. 4. The present convention shall be ratified 
with the same formalities, and in the same delay 


with the treaty of peace of this date, to which it 
shall remain annexed. 

In testimony whereof, the plenipotentiaries have, 
&c. (Signed and sealed as above. ) 





FOREIGN NEWS. : 

The packet ships North American and United 
States from Liverpool, Wellington, from London 
and Charles Carroll from Havre, have arrived at New 
York. The latest dates which we have received 
by them are London to the 7th ult, and Liverpool 
to the 8th. The last Paris dates are of the 4th ult. 
The news is not very cheering. Cotton has re- 
ceded and the money market is not in a promising 
condition. 

By quarterly returns of the Bank of England, the 
decrease in its bullion since the last return is 
£ 1,133,000. The Bank of England was, there- 
fore, selling stock, and curtailing its circulation, 
which probably had its effect upon the cotton mar- 
ket. . 

On France, however the decline in the exchange 
has ceased, and it was no longer profitable to send 
old to Paris. The demand forthe precious metals 
still existed in the north of Europe, whither expor- 
tation continued. 

The London Times of April 6th, in its money 
article states that the sales of stocks continue to be 
made for the account of the Bank of England, and 
no doubt whatever exists that the operation is in- 
tended to draw in the circulation of notes. The 
bank directors, whether justly or not, evidently ap- 
prehend some crisis near at hand, and it was expect- 
ed, that after the payment of the dividends, they 
would increase their efforts for the contraction of 
the currency. The Times also adds that notwith- 
standing the large importations of corn, they are so 
far from having relieved the market, that the price 
is again rising, and the expectation is that there 
must be in this season, on the whole one of the largest 
importations of grain that country has evar known. 
This disquiet respecting the circulation was very 
injurious to the spring trade of the country, which 
was far from having its usual spirit and enterprise, 
for the cautious merchants abstained from large 
transactions until they can see the issue of this, and 
the manufacturers as a necessary consequence, also 
suffer. 

American securities in such a state of affairs, had 
of course been temporaily neglected—small sales 
of United States Bank only being reported at £24 
7s. 6d. and a sale of $12,000 Indiana bonds on the 
5th ult.at the previous quotations, of 95. 


The average prices of wheat in England having 
fallen to 72s. 6d. the import duty has risen to 2s. 6d. 
per quarter at which it would probably remain for 
a few weeks. 

Mr. Stevenson had a long interview with lord 
Palmerston at the foreign office on the 2d April. 

The London Morning Chronicle states that a 
proposition has actually been made to the United 
States authorities, and forwarded to Washington, 
which it is believed will lead to an ultimate settle- 
ment of disputed boundary question. The English 
papers, in the meantime, are inundating the coun- 
try with long articles on the subject, in general be- 
traying a most lamentable ignorance in the premi- 
ses. One thing, however, appears evident, thatall 
idea of a war with England may be given up, and 
that the affair will ere long be satisfactorily set- 
tled in some way or other. 


A letter from Gottnigen states that transporta- 
tion to America, has recently been adopted in the 
Hanoverian dominions, by which means a number 
of ill-disposed persons have been got rid off. 

It is stated, very little to the credit of the city of 
Mobile, which had borrowed a sum of money on 
bonds, dated February 1, 1836, to bear interest at 
the rate of 8 per centum re annum for ten years, 
and the interest to be paid half yearly, that the last 
August’s dividend had only been discharged in 
part, and the February dividend remains unpaid— 
this had caused great inconvenience to the holders 
of the bonds. 

The last advices from New York, received in 
England, were on the 11th March, by the ship 
Sampson, and appears to have had little effect in 
any way. 

The English revenue tables for the quarter and 
the year were published on Saturday. The in- 
crease on the year, as compared to the year ending 
April, 1888, is £2,138,866. The present quar- 
ter, with the corer ere quarter last year is 
£565,248. The increase of customs for the year, 
£ 1,053,179; fur the quarter £349,889. The in- 
crease in the post office revenue for the present 
quarter, is £23,000; for the year £25,257. 

Lord Lyndhurst, Lord Brougham, Sir Edward 
Ellice, Mr. Hume, Mr. Leader, and Dr. Bowring, 





are now in Paris. 
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The committee of the Wesleyan missionary so- 
ciety have purchased a ship to be employed exclu- 
sively under their direction, in conveying missiova- 
ries and stores, between the colonies of New South 
Wales, Van Dieman’s Land, Friendly Isles, Fejeis, 
and other groups and islands of the great south Pa- 
cific Ocean. The committee have also request- 
ed the rev. Robert Alner to undertake a special 
mission to British North America, via New York. 
He sailedin the packet United States. 

The new (Irish) lord lieutenant arrived at Dub- 
lin, on the 4th of April, amidst great parade and re- 
joicings. The windows of every house were 
thronged, as the cortege passed, and at half past 
two he was sworn in before the privy council. 

A meeting of the citizens of Edinburgh was held 
for the purpose of expressing confidence in minis- 
ters, the chartists attended and outvoted the whigs. 
who, with the lord provost retired from the room, 

On Monday a meeting of chartists was held at 
Devizes. The tories, however, armed with sticks 
and bludgeons, made an attack on, and routed them. 
Vincent, the chartist leader was maltreated, and 
saved from serious harm by a gentleman who res- 
cued him from, and drove him in a gig out of reach 
of the inob. 

Louis Philippe has at length patched up a tem- 
porary ministry, which is called, with how much 
wit we cannot decide, the April fool ministry. It 
consists as follows: 

Interior, De Gasparin peer; justice and religion, 
Girod (de l’Ain) peer; foreign affairs, Duc de 
Montebello, peer; War, general, Despans-Cuvier; 
Marine, Baron Turpinier, deputy; public instruc- 
tion, Parant, deputy; finance, Gautier, peer; com- 
merce and public works, Gasparin, (ad interim). 

The French chambers were opened on Thurs- 
day, the 4th, by commission, amidst appearances of 
external excitement as strong as were manifested 
since the revolution of July. Though there was 
neither king nor prince to see, nor royal speech to 
hear, the density and perturbed aspect of the crowds 
assembled were calculated to excite serious fears 
for the safety of the capital. Happily, however, 
no disturbance took place. The following report 
of the opening of the chambers renders further de- 
scription unnecessary. 

Opening of the chamber of deputies. Although it 
was generally known that the king would not open 
the session in person,the quays and the otheravenues 
leading to the palace Bourbon were occupied at an 
early hour by a considerable multitude. At noon 
the space in front of the chamber on the river side 
became altogether impassable from the density of 
the crowd, and shortly afterwards a detatechment of 
the 53d regiment of the line debouched from under 
the peristyle, and drawing up in a line with fixed 
bayonets at the bottom of the flight of steps, march- 
ed forward and drove back the people. 

A double row of soldiers was afterwards station- 
ed between the palace and the bridge, to clear the 
way for the deputies, and a large body of town ser- 
geants, followed by police agents, constantly mo- 
ved backwards and forwards, keeping the pas- 
sage free. Atone o’clock, the crowd continuing to 
increase, half a squadron of lancers rode up the 

uay; and took its station under the terrace to the 

eft of the palace. 

The air and attitude of the popular assemblage 
were, at that time truly alarming. A number of 
individuals, of sinister appearance, were seen here 
and there moving through the crowd, which was 
formed chiefly of boys and workmen, attired in 
blouses, and evidently intent on mischief. 

Very few deputies were present in the hall at the, 
hour fixed for the opening of the sitting. M. 
Gasparin, the minister of the interior, repaired 
thither at an early hour, for the purpose of being: 
at hand to adopt measures in case of disturbances. 
At half past one o’clock the drums of the national 
guard were heard to beat, and the deputies then ac- 
tually poured into the hall, which was in an instant 
completely full. On no former occasion did the 
assembly ever muster sostrong. If it were possi- 
ble to form an exact idea of the relative force of 
parties from the appearance of the assembly, there 
would be little doubt that the majority lies on the left, 
or liberal side. The cole gouche in particular, present- 
ed an imposing mass, while the benches on the oppo- 
site side and those situate behind the ministers pre- 
sented here and there pretty large vacancies. It is 
evident that the elections have produced a result 
decidedly favorable to the left. 

The opening of the chamber of peers was not 
attended by any great number of their Jordships. 
The entrance of count Mole was the signal for all 
parties to divest themselves of their political pre- 
judices, and come forward to shake by the hand, 
him whom “all delighted to honor.” 

On Wednesday evening the king held the first 
public levee since the death of the duchess Maria} 








of Wurtemburg, at the Tuileries. Nearly all-the 
peers and upwards of 250 deputies attended, be- 
sides a number of officers of the national guards 
and the line, and other persons of distinction. 


SPAIN. 

The ministers have come to the conclusion of 
attempting to coerce the press, with the view of 
repressing it licentiousness, and have issued man- 
dates to arrest the editors of the Guiriguay journal; 
but the latter, being apprised of the intended visit 
of the police, made their escape. General Alaix, 
the war minister, a brutal and ignorant soldier, is 
considered to be the originator of these measures, 
and he appears to be deservedly incurring great 
odium, which may react on his patron Espariero, 
whose inactivity is looked upon with displeasure 
and suspicion. 

General Cordova has escaped from Badajoz into 
Portugal. 

The news from the armies is beginning to possess 
some interest. Balmaseda has been defeated by 
the Christino colonel Scheltz, but the former fled 
to rally again, according to their custom when at- 
tacked by superior numbers. Reports are preva- 
lent that Cabrera also had been defeated by Ayerbe 
at Segura; but the news requires confirmation. 

An action cannot long be delayed between the 
rival generals, Maroto and Espartero, as they are 
concentrating their troops and approaching each 
other. The former has only 35,000 inen, while the 
latter can bring 80,000 men into the field. 

The opinion that the cortes will be speedily dis- 
solved, gains strength. 


PRUSSIA. 

A disturbance has taken place at Cleves, in con- 
sequence of the publication of a pamphlet in favor 
of Protestantism, which roused the ire of the Ca- 
tholic population. Much rioting took place, and 
the authorities are blamed for not having interposed 
to suppress the tumult more promptly and efficient- 
ly. Itis seriously to be apprehended that the reli- 
gious effervescence now unhappily existing in the 
Rhenish provinces of Prussia will long affect their 
tranquility, and will be the cause of mnuch mischief 
to that power in the event of a war. 


SWITZERLAND. 

The canton of Zurich has been sadly agitated for 
some weeks past, in consequence of the election of 
Dr. Strauss, the author of Des Leben Jesu (the life 
of Jesus), to a theological professorship at the uni- 
versity of Zurich. After protracted struggles be- 
tween the different parties the election has been 
cancelled, and a pension of one thousand francs 
has been voted to the disappointed candidate, in 
whose place Dr. Hoffman, of Wineden, a zealous 
antagonist to the religious doctrines of Strauss, has 
been invited to accept the vacant chair at Zurich. 


RUSSIA, 

Regiments after regiments are arriving in Geor- 
gia, tobe employed against the Circassians; and 
the emperor is determined, it is said, to employ a 
vast force to subdue or annihilate these gallant 
mountaineers. With this view, it is reported, that 
the emperor will sojourn during the summer near 
the scene of the intended operations. 


TURKEY. 

Letters from Constantinople of the 19th ult. an- 
nounce that the porte is carrying on warlike ope- 
rations, evidently destinded to be employed against 
the viceroy of Egypt. The Turkish rear admiral 
Asman bey, having failed to obtain an interview 
with Mehemet ali, who refused to meet hii at 
Cairo before September, when he would have con- 
cluded his journey to and from the Abyssinian 
frontier, the sultan in high displeasure ordered his 
recall from Egypt, and commanded preparations to 
be set on foot for carrying fire and sword into the 
territory of his powerful vassal. In consequence 
of these commancs the batteries on the Dardanells 
have been strengthened, the arsenals are filled with 
workmen, and nothing is talked of but the pros- 
pect of speedily unfurling the standard of the pro- 


et. 

With the exception of captain Walker, who is a 
great favorite with the captain pasha, none of the 
British naval officers whose services have been of- 
fered to the porte have been accepted. They are 
waiting at Constantinople the arrival of instructions 
from the British government. 

We are sorry to observe that the Turkish com- 
mercial treaty is not comprehensible by the Turk- 
ish custom house officers. Their blunders and per- 
verseness are the occasion of much annoyance to 
British merchants. 


The stocks and the market. London, April 6. Con- 
suls opened this morning with rather a firm appear- 
ance, at 92 5-83-4; for the May account at 92 3-4 a 
7-8; exchequer bills 38 40; India bonds 42; bank 
stock 201 202; India stock 251 1-2 252 1-2. 





| 





In the foreign market no operations worth not;,, 
have taken place as yet, and the prices are the ca om 
as they closed at; Spanish active 20 1-4 3-4; por, 
guese 38 1-4 3-4; three per cents 20 1-4 3-4; pay 
gian 102 1-2 Brazilian 75 1-2 76 1-2; Columbia, 
28 1-2 29; Mexican 23 24; Dutch two and q half 
per cents 55 1-4 1-2; five per cents 100 5-8 7.¢. 

The revenue. We this day publish the reven, 
accounts for the quarter. It will be seen that the 
revenue continues to increase. On the year engeg 
5th of April, 1839, as compared with the year ende, 
5th of April, 1838, there was an increase 
2,132,866/. On the quarter ended 5th April, 1839 
as compared with the quarter ended Sth Apri’ 
1838, an increase of 585,243/. On the customs 
the increase for the year is 1,053,1791. for the quar. 
ter 349,899. On the excise, the increase for the 
year is 334,024. for the quarter 135,6581. On the 
stamps, the increase for the year is 143,101. Q, 
all the branches there has been an increase for th, 
year, and a decrease for the quarter of only 7,94) 
on the stamps, and 25,0001. on the crown lands. 

Bank of England. Quarterly average of the 
weekly liabilities and assets of the Bank of Eng. 
land, from the 8th of January, 1839, to the 2d of 
April, 1839, both inclusive, published pursuant to 
acts 3 and 4 William IV, chapter 98. 

Liabilities. £. Assets. £. 
Circulation, 18,371,000 | Securities, 22,987,009 
Deposits, 8,998,000 | Bullion, 7,073,000 








27,369,000 
Downing street, April 5, 1839. 


This return shows anincrease of 73,9001. in the 
amount of the circulation, and of 220,0001. in that 
of the securities, while the deposits have been di. 
minished 952,0001. and the amount of bullion js 
1,083,000. lower. 

Bourse. Paris, Thursday, April 4, half past 
three. The opening of the chambers to-day has of 
course given rise to rumors, but thoseat the bourse 
respecting the proceedings of the chamber of de. 
puties, are in general false. For the account the 
three per cents opened at 80f. 45c. declined to 80f, 
20c. and closed at SOf. 25c. a fall of 15 1-2c. from 
the improvement of yesterday. The five per cents 
from 109f. 75c. fell to 109f. 50c. and closed at 109f. 
55c. being 20c. lower than yesterday. For money 
the three per cents have declined 5c. and the five 
per cents 20c. The Bank of France shares have 
not varied, neither have the Lafitte bank shares. 

Liverpool, April 8th. Cotton declined 3-8 per lb. 
during the week, and a limited demand. Tobacco 
maintains its price. <A sale of 230 hhds. flaxseed, 
for sowing, from New York, was made at auction 
for 75s.a77s. stg. Turpentine in fair demand— 
sales of 800 American had been made at 16s, 
Wheat is a trifle higher, owing to but few arrivals 
of either Irish, foreign or coastwise. 


Liverpool cotton market, April 6. The demand 
for cotton has been unusually limited throughout 
this week, being entirely confined to the supply of 
the immediate wants of the trade, and the market 
closes heavily at a decline of 1-4d. to 3-8d. per |b. 
in the middling to fair, and 1-2d. per Ib. in the other 
qualities of Americancotton. Sea island maintains 
full prices. Egyptian continues in demand, and an 
advance of 1-2d. per lb. has, in many instances, 
been obtained. In Brazil, Bahia commands [ull 
rates, while in Pernam and Maraham a decline of 
i-4 per lb. has, in some cases, been submitted to. 
Surat is neglected, and has declined 1-8d. per |b. 
during the week. The sales of the week amount 
to 7,660 bales, all to the trade. One hundred and 
sixty Sea island 20 to 40; 30 Stained do. 14 to 16; 
1,450 Upland 8a9 7-8; 750 Mobile, &c. 8353 
9 7-8; 2,550 New Orleans 7 3-4 a 11; 520 Egyptian 
143-4a 19. 

Late in the day an increased demand has occult: 
red for cotton. The sales are 2,500 bales, of which 


30,060,000 


200 American are on speculation, generally at the & 


prices of yesterday. 4 

The price of wheat at Liverpool on the 6th w2s 
in an advance of 4d. per bushel of the previous 
sales; French red 9s. 3d. to 8s. 10d. Odessa 8s. '0 
8s. 3d. per 70 1b. In flouran advance of 1 to *s 
per sack. 


LATER NEWS. 
Arrival of the steam ship Liverpool, in seventeen 404s 
from Europe. =! 
The steam ship Liverpool arrived at New York 
on Tuesday evening, in seventeen days from Li- 
verpool, bringing 94 cabin passengers. The Live™ 
pool advices are to the 20th April, and the Londo 
to the 19th, evening, both inclusive. We are 1 
debted to the attention of captain Duff for a file ° 
London and Liverpool papers of the Jatest dates. 


From the New York journals before us,—and p™ 


cipally from the Commercial Advertiser,—we ™** 
up the following summary of news. 
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‘ntelligence by this arrival is of high inter- 

Te se eaitl reiehiable: One of those sudden 
seg in the progress of events has taken place, 
pet sometimes occur to baffle all calculation, and 
yen the folly of political prophecy. For months 
: ast our tidings from Europe have been full of ga- 
thering clouds on the political horizon, daily in- 
easing in blackness and in volume, and wearing 

; aspect so threatening that it seemed almost im- 
a oesiblé that they must be unattended with tempest 
and convulsion. In a moment, as it were, we find 
them dispersed, and all around is sunshine and 
Gene hostile appearances between England and 
our own country have entirely disappeared—the oc- 
casion of jealousy and bickering between France 
and England, and Russia and England, have been 
removed by courteous diplomacy—in the east, the 
alarming condition of affairs is succeeded by such 
a change as almost totally removes the possibility 
of serious trouble—in France the wisdom and firm- 
ness of the king have piloted him safely through 
the difficulties of his position, and the factious pro- 
‘ects of his enemies are scattered to the winds—the 
long pending quarrel between Belgium and Holland 
is peacefully adjusted—and, in a word, the whole 


Faspect of European affairs has not been, for many 


years, more strongly indicative of quiet and prospe- 
rity than at the present moment. 
The Liverpool correspondent of the New York 
imes writes, under date of April 20— 
The last accounts from Maine excite some inter- 


est in the minds of the British public. The tem- 


erateness and forbearance of the American gene- 
ral government, as well as the more softened tone 


of the authorities in Maine itself, hold out every 
i hope that a satisfactory adjustment will be accom- 


lished, and that peace, so desirable, will be pre- 


Yserved. The whole current of British feeling tends 
in that direction, and the strong impulse of mutual 
Jinterests, it is to be trusted, will keep it so. 


The colton market.—The Liverpool cotton mar- 


Dket, it will be remembered, had declined from the 
923d March to the 6th ult. the date of our latest pre- 
Fvious advices, about $d per Ib. on American de- 
scriptions, and the market remained in a dull state. 
We now learn that the demand for cotton from the 
¥6th April to the close of the week ending on the 
412th, had been more animated, resulting in an im- 


provement of ga4¢d. on the reduced quotations of 
the 6th. The week ending the 19th ultimo, had 


Whowever again been characterized by great dull- 


ess, and although previous quotations were con- 
tinued, sales hadin some instances been effected on 
The arrivals had been numerous at 


eather. The latest dates from this country were 


: o the 26th of March, per Roscius, hence. 


A prominent item of intelligence relates to the 


money market, as some uneasiness was apprehend- 


d that it would be so tight as to affect our exchan- 
ges, but there is no serious ground of apprehension; 
bn the contrary, there is a gradual revival in the 

pale of American securities, and foreiga exchanges 
ere Improving, 
John Galt, the author, died at Greenock, April 


The liberals of Liverpool had given Daniel O’Con- 


| nell a public dinner. 


Twenty-two shocks of earthquake were felt in 
Savoy at the end of last year, or in the first quar- 
ter of the present. Only seven of them took place 
10 the day time, and not one when the weather was 

any. 

A present of fifty superb cashmere shawls, from 
the looms of Shiras and Ispahan, has arrived in 

ngland, for Queen Victoria, from the Persian 
court. The margins represent triumphal proces- 


ions of camels and Arab steeds, sumptuously ca- 


Parisoned, elephants, and palanquins, and mu¢feians 
Woven with exquisite taste, and exhibiting also a 


igh pictoral perfection, far surpassing any thing 
uropean. 


The Bible —In the house of commons, April 11th, 
¢ lord-advocate stated, in answer to a question 


pom sir G. Clerk, that it was not the intention of 


© government to renew the patent (which will ex- 
Pire on the 17th July next) granted to the queen’s 
Printer in Edinburgh, conferring the exclusive right 
of printing the Bible; but a that measure would be 
rought in to secure the purity of the text in the 
P"nting of the Bible, and at the same time to allow 


inlimited freedom in its publication. 


aganini.—The physicians despair of being able 
prolong the days of this eminent artist, who ap- 


_ ‘Ppears to have lived for some time past by posi- 
pin: 


ive enchantment. Itis said that Paganini will 


EY fave a fortune of ten millions of francs (400,000. ) 
| "ch, according to his last intention, will be divid- 





ed among his musical colleagues, both in France 
and Italy, whose number is rated at between 700 
and 800. [ France Musicale. 

London April 17.—There is decidedly an improve- 
ed feeling in the market for American securities. 
Considerable sales of U. States bank shares have 
been effected both yesterday and this morning at 
24/1. 7s. 6d. and some in the afternoon were made 
at 24]. 10s. per share, ex. div. A quantity of Mis- 
sissippi five per cents. sterling, were sold at 93, and 
some sales of Illinois six per cents. were done at 93. 

We are sorry to state that the rates of exchange 
do not show any alteration for the better this after- 
rans but, on the contrary, they have been general- 

at. 
v As a counterpoise to the unsatisfactory state of 
the exchanges, the exportation of the precious me- 
tals during the past week has been very small. 

Parliamentary summary.—T he house of commons 
recommenced business on Monday, the 8th April. 
Lord John Russell gave the form of his motion on 
the government of Ireland, as follows: 

‘‘That itis the opinion of this house that it is ex- 
pedient to presevere ia those principles which have 
guided the executive government of Ireland, of late 
years, and which have tended to the effectual ad- 
ministration ofthe laws and the general improve- 
ment of that part of the United Kingdom.” 

On the 9th, Mr. Labouchere moved for and ob- 
tained leave to bring in a bill, providing for the tem- 
porary government of the island of Jamaica. As 
was done in Lower Canada, it abolishes the house 
of assembly, for the term of five years, and estab- 
lishes a council, by which the government shall be 
administered, with the aid of three special commis- 
sioners. Mr. Labouchere went at length into the 
causes which have made this measure necessary, 
detailing the various proceedings of the assembly, 
&c.&e. The bill was to have its second reading 
on the 19th. 

Tn answer to a question, lord Palmerston said that 
he had sent to Mr. Fox, at Washington, the draft 
of a convention for the adjustment of the boundary 
question, by the appointment of a joint commission 
to define the boundary; and that when the answer 
of the U.S. government should be received, the 
papers would be laid on the table. 

On the 10th there was no quorum. 

On the 11th nothing ofinterest was done. 

On the 12th, in the house of lords, papers, relat- 
ing to the affairs of Jamaica, were moved for and 
ordered. 

In the house of commons sir Robert Peel brought 
forward an amendment to lord John Rusel’s motion 
on the government of Ireland. It was to the effect 
that the appointment of a committee of inquiry by 
the house of lords did not justify ministers in calling 
upon the house of commons for a declaration of 
opinion, and that it was not fitting for the house 
of commons to call in question the right of 
the other. house to inquire into the state of Ire- 
land. 

Mr. Duncombe gave notice of an amendment 
which he should offer if lord John Russel’s motion 
prevailed—to the effect that it was expedient to 
make further reforms in parliament. 

Lord John Russel announced his intention of 
moving to expunge from the police bill the claw- 


been made an Irish viscount. The opposition pa- 
pers pretend to consider these evelations as a sortof 
‘putting his house in order” by lord Melbourne, in 
anticipation of leaving office. 

The marquis of Lansdowne had declined serving 
on lord Roden’s Irish committee of inquiry—assign- 
ing the same reason that was given by lord Norman- 
by for his refusal. 

The marriage of the marquis of Douro and lady 
Elizabeth Hay was solemnizei on the 18th. The 
wedding cake weighed more than 80 pounds, and 
was superbly decorated with military trophies, the 
arms of Wellington and Tweddale &c. 

The affair of lady Flora hastings continued a sub- 
ject of remark and discussion. Her brother, the 
marquis, had written and publiseed along aud very 
severe letter to lord Melbourne, demanding the im- 
mediate dismissal of his sister’s slanderers—said to 
be ladies Portman and Tavistock and sir James 
Clark, and his mother the dowager marchioness 
had also written to the queen, urging and finally in- 
sisting on discovery and public disgrace of her 
daughter’s maligners. To the first letter lord Mel- 
bourne replied, by order of the queen, declaring her 
majesty’s anxious wish to do every thing in her 
power to soothe the feelings of lady Flora and her 
family; but on the dismissal of sir James Clark be- 
ing again peremptorily demanded, his lordship re- 
plied that the demand was so unprecedented and 
objectionable, that even his high respect for the 
marchioness and her family would permit him to do 
—s more than acknowledge the receipt of her 
etter. 

The opposition papers, as may be supposed, 
make aterrible to-do about this untoward affairs; 
and the very thin attendance at the qneen’s first 
drawing room for the season, was ascribed to the 
disgust it had excited among the nobility. 

The queen, poor girl, was doing all she could to 
make atonement to lady Flora: inviting her fre- 
quently to the royal dinner parties, and expressly 
desiring that she should receive the sacrament with 
herself on Easter Sunday. Lady Portman is a 
daughter of the earl of Harewood—lady Tavistock 
is sister-in-law to lord John Russell. 

Arming of the chartists at Barnsley. The char- 
tists are arming with pikes, pistols and guns, not 
only in the town of Barnsley itself, but also thruugh- 
out its populous vicinity. Such has been the de- 
mand during the last fortnight that the shops have 
been nearly cleared of fire arms, particularly the 
pawnbrokers, who are dealers in second hand ware. 

[Leeds Mercury. 

London, April 19—12 o’clock. In the English 
stock market sales of 34 per cent. reduced continu- 
ed to be made by the same parties who sold yester- 
day, they have not, however, influenced the value 
of those securities more than 4 per cent. the pre- 
sent quotation for them is 992 to 4; consols have 
been 93 buyers, they are now 93 alternately buyers 
and sellers for the account, and 92} to % for money. 

In American stocks there has been hardly an 
business since our last report. United States ated 
shares are £24 5s. tou H24 10s. 

From the Liverpool Courier of April 20. 
State of the trade, 
Colton trade. Manchester, Friday evening. The 
market has been singularly dull this week; few 


ses extending the metropolitan police to the city of| sales have been effected, and goods are from 144d to 


London. 

[These were the clauses against which the com. 
mon council remonstrated in their address to the 
queen when they got such an ungracious answer. ] 

Monday, April 15. The house and all its galle- 
ries were crowded at an early hour; and at 6 o’clock 
lord John Russel commenced speaking in support 
of his motion on the government of Ireland. His 
speech is said to have beenone of the ablest that his 
lordship ever made; and the ministerial and whig 
papers speak of it as triumphant. 

Sir Robert Peel replied, in supporting his amend- 
ment. He mainly relied on the points assumed in 
the amendment, and the impolicy of adopting any 
measure that might bring ona collision between 
the two houses, touching only incidentally on the 
real question of lord Normanby’s government in 
Ireland. 

The debate was continued through the week, 
and was not completed on the 10th, which is the 
date of our latest London paper. No doubt was 
entertained as to the result, the Irish members and 
most of the liberals going en massee in support of 
the ministry. ‘ 

The other proceedings in either house were of 
little interest, as well as we can judge from the 
summary in the Liverpool papers. 

Sir Frederick Lamb, lord Melbourne’s brother 
and heir presumptive, has been raised to the peer- 
age by the title of baron Beauvale. He has been 
for many years ambassador at Vienna. Lord Pon- 
sonby, the ambassador at Constantinople, has also 


3d a piece lower. Twist is not at all in demand; 
and nothing is sold except in cases in which the 
necessities of the spinner compel him to accepta 
very low price. Warps are gd per beer lower, and 
welt has fallen about a farthing per pound. At 
this reduction there is a fair demand for both; the 
supply being not greater than the demand. 
Shipwreck of the brig Retrench, of Greenock, for 
New York. On Thursday afternoon, the brig Re- 
trench, bound for New York, with 75 passengers 
sailed from Greenock, the wind blowing fresh from 
the east, which was a fair wind for the vessel. On 
Friday morning the deep sea steamers brought the 
news to Greenock that the Retrench was run ashore 
on the rocks adjoining the Cunbre light house, and 
it blowing a gale at the time, fears were entertain- 
ed that the vessel would be dashed to pieces, and 
all on board perish. The Gulliver tug steamer was 
immediately ordered off to the assistance of the un- 
fortunate vessel, with a party of men, headed by 
captain Kennedy, harbourmaster, Greenock. On 
the arrival of the steamer at the wreck it was blow- 
ing a perfect gale from thé southwest, and it was 
with considerable difficulty that the Gulliver could 
reach the Retrench. But at last this was effected, 
and it was found that a buoy, with a rope fastened 
to it, had been thrown from the Retrench and had 
drifted ashore, and the islanders made it fast, by 
which means communication was opened with the 
island, and a number of female passengers were 
floated ashore on an empty chest. The passengers 
were all safely landed by the Galliver at Greenock 
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on Friday night; but they will lose all theirluggage, 
“eden &c. as the vessel in all probability will 
ea total wreck. [ Glasgow Chronicle. 
FROM THE EAST. 

The accounts from Central Asia are highly fa- 
vorable. We give such extracts as will serve to 
show the result of the movements in progress. 

London, April 16. An Indian mail has arrived 
by Egypt, with accounts of the 23d of February, 
from Bombay. As regards India they are of a 
favorable nature,our troops having obtained the com- 
mand of the Indus by the surrender of Hydrabad 
and Bukkur, which took place without any resist- 
ance. It is also stated that the Ameers of Sinde 
have declared their adhesion to the British govern- 
ment. The valuable steamer Semiramis was 
wrecked on the 13th of February, near the mouth 
of the Indus. 

The Delhi Gazette of the 18th, states that the ar- 
my of Schah Soojah had passed the Indus, and was 
encamped at Shikarpore, but the news of the pa- 


cific state of Scinde had not reached the army of 


Indus on the 25th January. The reports of battles 
between the Scindians and the Bombay troops are 
declared to be unfounded. Some apprehension ex- 
isted of a formidable attack on the troops under 
sir John Keane at Hyderabad, and a detachment 
under sir Willoughby Cotton had consequently been 
ordered up to his support. 

Sir A. Burnes was with the advanced force, and 
sir H. Fane at Roree. It was expected that the 
army at Shikapore would be detained there for some 
time, and no active movements appear to be con- 
templated in any quarter. Lord Auckland was at 
Delhi on the 12th of February. General Allard, a 
distinguished officer in the service of Runject Singh, 
died at Peshawar on the 23d of January. 

FRANCE. 

The victory of the king over the coalition was 
evinced in the result of the election for the presi- 
dent of the chamber, which took place on the 16th 
of April. The candidate of the coalition was Odil- 
lon Barrot—the ministerial candidate was M. Pas- 
sy. The latter was elected by a majority of 30, 
cory to the surprise and mortification of the Car- 
ists and republicans, and the other odds and ends 
who had united in the hope of forcing the king toa 
virtual surrender of his authority. Phe upshot of 
the matter is, that a sufficient number of the doc- 
trinaires, late opponents of the king and count 
Mole have gone over—satisfied, probably, that the 
rule of their late allies would Le more mischievous 
than any thing the king would be likely to at- 
tempt. 

It was presumed that after this triumph marshal 
Soult would renew his endeavors to forma minis- 
try—that he would be successful—and that the new 
cabinet would be almost identical in policy with 
that of count Mole. If Theirs should join it, it 
would have an overwhelming majority at its com- 
mand—if he should keep aloof its majority would 
be smaller but still probably sufficient. 

The French government is said to have offered 


| CHURCH CASE. 
From the Philadelphia Presbyterian. 

OPINION OF THE courRT.—Gibson, C.J. deii- 
vered the opinion of the court, on Wednesday morn- 
ing, May 8th, as follows: 

To extricate the question from the multifarious 
mass Of irrelevant matter in which it is enclosed, we 
must in the first place, ascertain the specific charac- 
ter of the general assembly, and the relation it bears 
to the corporation which is the immediate subject of 
our cognizance. This assembly has been called a 
quast corporation; of which it has nota feature. A 
quast corporation has capacity to sne and be sued 
as an artificial person; which the assembly has not. 


It is also established by law; which the assembly is 
not. 


Neither is the assembly a particular order or rank 
in the corporation, though the latter was created for 
its convenience; such for instance, as the share hold- 
ers of a bank or joint stock company, who are an 
integrant part of the body. It isa segregated asso- 
ciation, which, though it is the reproductive organ 
of corporate succession, is net itself a member of 
the body; and in that respect itis anomalous. Hav- 
ing no corporate quality in itself, it is not a subject 
of our corrective jurisdiction, or of our scrutiny, 
farther than to ascertain how far its organic struc- 
ture may bear on the question of its personal identi- 
ty or individuality. By the charter of the corpora- 
tion, of which it is the handmaid and nurse, it has 
a limited capacity to create vacancies in it, and an 
unlimited power over the form and manner of choice 
in filling them. It would be sufficient for the civil 
tribunals, therefore, that the assembled commission- 
ers had constituted an actual body; and that it had 
made its appointment in its own way, without re- 
gard to its fairness in respect to its members; with 
this limitation, however, that it had the assent of 
the constitutional majority, of which the official act 
of authentication would be at least, prima facie evi- 
dence. It would be immaterial to the legality of 
the choice, that the majority had expelled the mi- 
nority, provided a majority of the whole body con- 
curred in the choice. This may be safely predicted 
of an undivided assembly, and it would be an un- 
erring test in the case of a division, could a quorum 
not be constituted of less than such a majority; but 
unfortunately, a quorum of the pein assembly 
may be constituted of a very small minority, so that 
two, or even more, distinct parts may have all the 
external organs of legitimate existence. Hence, 
where, as in this instauce, the members have form- 
ed themselves into separate bodies, numerically 
sufficient for corporate capacity and organic action, 
it becomes necessary to ascertain how far either of 
them was formed in obedience to the conventional 
law of the association, which, for that purpose only, 
is to be treated as a rule of civil obligation. 


The division which, for purposes of designation, it 
is convenient to call the old school party, was cer- 
tainly organized in obedience to the established or- 
der; and to legitimate the separate organization of 


its mediation between the sultan and the pacha of its rival, in contravention, as it certainly was, of 


Egypt. 
he French and English ambassadors at Con- 
stantinople are said to have agreed to an arrange- 
ment, in consequence of which an Anglo-French 


squadron will be formed of six ships of the line, 
four frigates and ten smaller vessels, to watch the 
Turkish fleet on its issuing from the Dardanelles. 
Sir B. Stopford is also to send five ships of the line 
to Alexandria, and admiral Lalande is to station 
three at Tunis. By this means, it is hoped, both 
the Turkish and Eyyptain fleet will be prevented 


from wantonly provoking a collision. 


The court of cassation has decided against the 
appeal of Marsaud from the sentence of the tribu- 
nal at Brest, by which he was condemned to death, 
with Raimond, for the murder on board the Alex- 


andre. Raimond did not apyeal. 


Lord Brougham and Messrs. Hume and Leader 
The former had 
A public dinner was offered him, and de- 
clined—a private letter says because it was ex- 
pected that monsieur Pappineau would also be 


were at Paris during the recess. 
been ill. 


present. 


Paris, April 17. Five per cents, 110f. 5c. 10c 


15c. 20c. 15c.; four per cents. 101f. 50; three per | session. 
cents. 81f. 15c. 20c. 15c. bank actions, 2,660f. 


2,665f. 50c. 


Half past three o’clock, P. M. Last prices—five 
per cents. 110f. 20c. three per cents. 81f. 25c. bank 


actions, 2,662f. 50c. 
PORTUGAL. 


There was a ministerial interregnum in this king- 
The ministers resigned in a body, In 


dom also. 


every thing like precedent, would require the pre- 
sentation of avery urgent emergency. At the stated 
time and place for the opening of the session, the 
parties assembled, without any ostensibie division; 
and, when the organization of the whole had pro- 
ceeded to a certain point, by the instrumentality of 
the moderator of the preceding session, who, for that 
purpose, was the constitutional organ, a provisional 
moderator was suddenly chosen, by a minority of 
those who could be entitled to vote, including the 
exscinded commissioners. The question on the mo- 
tion to elect, was put, not by the chair, but by the 
mover himself; after which, the seceding party 
elected a permanent moderator, and immediately 
withdrew, leaving the other party to finish its pro- 
cess of organization, by the choice of its moderator 
for the session. 


In justification of this apparent irregularity, it is 
urged that the constitutional moderator had refused 
an appeal to the commissioners in attendance, from 
his decision, which had excluded from the roll the 
names of certain commissioners who had been un- 
constitutionally severed, as it was alleged, from the 
. | Presbyterian connection by a vote of the preceding 
It is conceded by the argument, that if the 
synods with the dependent presbyteries by which 
those commissioners were sent, had been constilu- 
tionally dissolved, the motion was one which the 
moderator was not bound to put, or the commission- 
ers to notice; and that whatever implication of as- 
sent to the decision which ensued, might otherwise 
be deduced from the silence of those who refused 
to speak out, about which it will be necessary to 


consequence of being defeated in the chamber of | say something in the sequel, there was no room for 


deputies ona bill they had introduced for increasing 
the army; and up to the 8th of April all attempts to 


form a new cabinet had been unsuccessful. 


any such implication in the particular instance. It 
would follow also, that there was no pretence for 
the deposal of the moderator, if indeed such a thing 





could be legitimated by any circumstance, fp, 
fusing an appeal from his exclusion of inne wit 
had not color of title, and, consequently, that wh. 
else might be reform, would be revolution. 7 
this leads to an inquiry into the constitutionality .; 
the act of excision. 7% 
The sentence of excision, as it has been calle, 
was nothing else than an ordinance of dissolution —’ 
It bore that the synods in question, having beg 
formed and attached to the body of the Presbyterian 
church, under, and in execution of the plan of hice 
‘be, and are hereby declared to be, out of the eels. 
siastical connexion of the Presbyterian church in 
the United States of America; and that they are not 
in form or in fact an integral portion of said chure},» 
Now it will not be said that if the dissolved synojs 
had no other basis than the plan of union, they dig 
not necessarily fall along with it, and it isnot pre. 
tended that the assembly was incompetent to repeal 
the union prospectively, but it is contended that the 


repeal could not impair rights of membership which 
had grown up under it. 


_On the other hand, it is contended that the plan 
of union was unconstitutional and void from the be. 
ginning, because it was not submitted to the pres. 
yteries for their sanction; and that no right of men. 
bership could spring from it. But viewed, not as, 
constitutional regulation which implies permanence 
of duration, but asa temporary expedient, it ac. 
quired the force of a law without the ratification of 
those bodies. It was evidently not intended to be 
permanent, and it consequently was constitutional 
enacted and constitutionally repealed by the ordi. 


their root in it, could not be expected to survive it, 
There never was a design to attempt an amalgama. 
tion of ecclesiastical principles which are as immis. 
cible as water and oil; mate less to effect a commix. 
ture of them only at particular geographical points, 
Such an attempt would have compromised a princi- 
ple at the very root of presbyterial government, 
which requires that the officers of the church be set 
— by special ordination for the work. Now the 
character of the plan is palpable, not only in its title 
and provisions, but in the minute of its introduction 
into the assembly. 


We find in the proceedings of 1801, page 256, 
that a committee was raised “to consider and digest 
a plan of government for the churches in the new 
setilemenis agreeably to the proposal of the general 
association of Connecticut; and that the plan 


plan of the union for the new settlements.” The 
avowed object of it was to prevent alienation—in 
other words, the affiliation of Presbyterians in other 
churches, by suffering those who were yet too few 
and too poor for the maintenance of a minister, ten- 
porarily to call to their assistance the members of a 
sect who differed from them in principles, not of faith, 
but of ecclesiastical government. To that end, Pres: 
byterian ministers were suffered to preach to Con- 
gregational churches, while Presbyterian churches 
were suffered to settle Congregational ministers; and 
mixed congregations were allowed to settle a Pres- 
byterian or a Congregational minister at their elec- 
tion, but under a plan of government and discipline 
adapted to the circumstances. Surely this was 
not intended to ontlast the inability of the respec- 
tive sects to provide separately for themselves, or to 
perpetuate the innovations on Presbyterial govert- 
ment which it was calculated to produce. It was 
obviously a missionary arrangement from the first; 
and they who built up presbyteries and synods on 
the basis of it, had no reason to expect that their 
structures would survive it, or that Congregational- 
ist might, by force of it, gain a foothold in the Pres- 
byterian church, despite of presbyterial discipline. 
They embraced it with all its defeasible properties 
plainly put before them; and the power which con 
stituted it, might fairly repeal it, and dissolve the 
bodies that had grown out of it, whenever the 
good of the church should seem to require it. 


Could the synods, however, be dissolved by ale 
ag act? I know not how they could have 
een legitimately dissolved by any other. The 2s: 
sembly is a homogeneous body uniting in itsel 
without seperation of parts—the legislative, exec 
tive and judicial functions of the government; 40 
its acts are referable to the one or the other of them. 
according tu the capacity in which it sat when they 
were performed. Now had the exscinded synods 
been cut off by a judicial sentence without hearins 
or notice, the act would have been contrary to the 
cardinal principles of natural justice, and cons 
quently void. But though it was at first resolve’ 
to proceed judicially, the measure was abandones 
probably because it came to be perceived that the 
synods had committed no offence. 
A glance at the plan of union is enough to co 





vince us that the disorder had come in with ‘h? 


—<—_—— 










nary act of legislation; and those synods which had ; 


adopted in conformity to its report, is called “a [ 
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anction of the assembly itself. The first article di- 
scted missionaries (the word is significant), to the 
ew settlements to promote a good understanding 
stwixt the kindred sects. The second and third 
ermitted a Presbyterian congregation to settle a 
ongregational minister, or a Presbyterian minister 
y be settled by a Congregational church; but these 
rovided for no recognition of the people in charge, 
; a part of the Presbyterian body—at least they 
ave them no representation in its government. 
But the fourth allowed a mixed congregation to set- 

e a minister of either denomination; and it com- 
nitted the governinent of it toa standing commit- 
ee, but with a right to appeal to the body of male 
ommunicants if the appellant were a Congregation- 
jist, or to the presbytery if he were a Presbyterian. 
Yow it is evident the assembly designed that every 
uch congregation should belong to a presbytery as 
n integrant part of it; forif its minister were a 

ongregationalist, in no way connected with the 
Presbyterian church, it would be impossible to refer 
he appellate jurisdiction to any presbytery in par- 
icular. This alone would show that it was design- 
d to place sucha congregation in ecclesiastical con- 
nection with the presbytery of the district: but it is 
ot all. It was expressly provided in conclusion, 
hat if the “said standing committee of any church, 
shall depute one of themselves to attend the presby- 
ery, he may have the same right to sit and act in 
he presbytery as a ruling elder in the Presbyterian 
hurch.” For what purpose if the congregation 
were not in presbyterial fellowship? 

It is said that this jus representationis was predi- 
ated of the appeal precedently mentioned; and that 
he exercise of it was to be restrained to the trial of 
t. The words, however, were predicated with re- 
striction; and an implied limitation of their mean- 

ing, would impute to the assembly the injustice of 
allowing a party to sitin his own cause, by intro. 
ducing into the composition of the appellate court 
a partof the subordinate one. That such an im- 
plication would be inconsistent with the temper dis- 
played by the assembly on ather occasions is prov- 
ed by the order which it took as early as 1791, in the 
case of an appeal froin the sentence of the synod of 
Philadelphia, whose members it prevented from 
voting on the question, ( Assembly’s Digest, p. 332), 
as well as by its general provision that members of 
a judicatory may not vote in the superior judicato- 
ry on a question of approving or disapproving their 


erecords, (Id, page 333). 


The principle has since become a rule of the con- 


VIL. sec. 3, paragraph 12. Asthe representatives of 
those anomalous congregations, therefore, could not 
sit in judgment on their own controversies, it is pret- 
ty clear that it was intended they should be repre- 
sented generally, else they would not be represent- 
ed at all inthe councils of the church, by those 
who might not be Presbyterians; and that to effect 
it, the principle of presbyterial ordination was to be 
relaxed, as regards both the ministry and eldership; 
and itis equally clear, that had the synods been cit- 
el to answer for the consequent relaxation as an of- 
fence, they might have triumphantly appeared at the 
bar of the assembly with the plan of union in their 
hand. That body, however, resorted to the only 
constitutional remedy in its power; it fell back, so 
to speak, on its legislative jurisdiction, in the exer- 
cise of which, the synods were competently repre- 
sented and heard by their commissioners. 

Now the apparent injustice of the measure arises 
from the contemplation of it as a judicial sentence 
Pronounced against parties who were neither cited 
nor heard; which it evidently was not. Even as a 
legislative act it may have been a hard one, though 
certainly constitutional and strictly just. It was 
impossible to eradicate the disorder by any thing 
less than a dissolution of those bodies with whose 
existence its roots were so intertwined as to be in- 
separable from it, leaving their elements to form 
hew and less heterogeneous combinations. Though 

tprived of presbyterial organization, the Presby- 
terian parts were not excluded from the church, 
Provision being made for them, by allowing them to 
altach themselves to the nearest presbytery. 
_ tis said there is not sufficient evidence to estab- 
lish the fact that the exscinded synods had actually 

€n constituted on the plan of union, in order to 

‘ave given the assembly even legislative jurisdic- 

tion, The testimony of the rev. Mr. Squier, how- 
ever, shows that in some of the three which were 
Within the state of New York, congregations were 
Sometimes constituted without elders; and the synod 
of the Western Reserve, when charged with delin- 
quency on that head, instead of denying the fact, 
Proiaptly pointed to the plan of union for its justifi- 
cation. But what matters it whether the fact were 


} actually what the assembly supposed it to be? If 


that body proceeded in good faith, the validity of its 
*nactinent cannot depend on the justness of its con- 


clusion. We have, as already remarked, no autho- 
rity to rejudge its judgments on their merits; and 
this principle was asserted with conclusive force 
by the presiding judge who tried the cause. Upon 
an objection inade to the inquiry into the composi- 
tion of the presbytery of Medina, it was ruled that 
‘‘with the reasons for the proceedings of 1837, (the 
act of excision) we have nothing todo. We are to 
determine only what was done; the reasons of those 
who did it are immaterial. If the acts complained 
of were within the jurisdiction of the assembly, 
their decision must be final, though they decided 
wrong.” This was predicated of judicial jurisdic- 
tion; but the principle is necessarily as applicable to 
jurisdiction for purposes of legislation. I cite the 
passage, however, to show that after a successful 
resistance to the introduction of evidence of the 
fact, it lies not with the relators to allege the want 
of it. 

If then the synods in question were constitution- 
ally dissolved, the presbyteries of which they had 
been composed, were, at least for purposes of re- 
Sie scacapnonts dissolved among them; for no pres- 

ytery can be in connection with the general assein- 
bly, unless it be at the saine time subordinate to a 
synod also in comnection with it, because an appeal 
from its judgment can reach the tribunal of the last 
resort only throughout that channel. It is immaterial 
that the presbyteries are the electors: a synod isa 
part of the machinery which is indispensable to the 
existence of every branch of the church. It ap- 
pears, therefore, thatthe commissioners from the ex- 
scinded synods, were not entitled to seats in the as- 
sembly, and that their names were properly excluded 
froin the roll. 

The inquiry might be rested here; for if there 
were no color of right in them, there was no color 
of right in the adversary proceedings which were 
founded on their exclusion. But even if their title 
were clear, the refusal of an appeal from decision of 
the moderator, would be no ground for the degreda- 
tion of the officer at the call of a minority; nor could 
it impose on the majority an obligation to vote on a 
question put unofficially, and out of the usual course. 
To all questions put by the established organ, it is 
the duty of every inember to respond, or be counted 
with the greater number, because he is supposed to 
have assented beforehand to the result of the process 
pre-established to ascertain the general will; but the 
rule of implied assent is certainly inapplicable to a 
measure which when justifiable even by extreme 
necessity, is essentially revolutionary, and based 
on no pre-established process of ascertainment what- 
ever. 

To apply it to an extreme case of inorganic action, 
as was done here might work the degradation of any 
presiding officer in our legislative halls, by the mo- 
tion and actual vote of a single member, sustained 
by the constructive votes of all the rest; and though 
such an enterprise may never be attempted, it shows 
the danger of resorting to aconventional rule, when 
the body is to be resolved into its original elements, 
and itsrules and conventions to be suspended by the 
very motion. For this reason, the choice of a mo- 
derator to supplant the officer of the chair, even if 
he were removable at the pleasure of the commis- 
sioners, would seem to have been unconstitutional. 

But he was not removeable by them, because he 
had not derived his office from them; nor was he 
answerable to them for the use of bis power. He 
was not their moderator. He was the mechanical 
instrument of their organization; and till that was 
accomplished, they were subject to his rule—not he 
to theirs. They were chosen by the authority of 
his mandate, and with the power of self organiza- 
tion, only in the event of his absence at the opening 
of the session.—Corporally present, but refusing to 
perform his function, he might be deemed construc- 
tive by absent, for constitutional purposes, insomuch 
that the commissioners might proceed to the choice 
of asubstitute without him, but not if he had entered 
on the performance of his task; and the reason is, that 
the decision of such questions as were prematurely 
pressed here, is proper for the decision of the body 
when prepared for organic action, which it cannot be 
before it is fully constituted and under the presiden- 
cy of its own moderator, the moderator of the pre- 
ceding session being functus officio. _ 

There can be no occasion for its action sooner, for 
though the commissioners are necessarily called 
upon to vote for their moderator, their action is not 
organic, butindividual. Doctor Mason’s motion and 
appeal, though the clerks had reported the roll, were 
premature; for though it is declared in the twelfth 
chapter of the form of government, that no commis- 
sioners shall deliberate or vote before his name shall 
have been enrolled, it follows not that the capacity, 
consummated by enrolment,was expected to be exer- 
cised during any part of the process of organization, 
but the choice of a moderator; and moreover, the 





provision may have been intended for the case .. a 








a 


commissioner appearing for the first time, when the 
house was constituted. 

Many instances may doubtless be found among 
the minutes, of motions entertained previously, for 
our public bodies, whether legislative or judicial, se- 
cular or ecclesiastical, are too prone to forget the 
golden precept—‘‘Let all things be done decently 
and in order.” But these are merely instances of 
irregularity which have passed, sub silento, and 
which cannot change a rule of positive enactment. 
It seems then that an appeal from the decision of the 
moderator did not lie; and that he incurred no pe- 
nalty by the disallowance of it. The title of the ex- 
cinded commissioners could be determined only by 
the action of the house, which could not be had be- 
fore its organization were complete; and in the mean 
time he was bound as the executive instrument of 
the preceding assembly, to put its ordinance into ex- 
ecution; for tothe actual assembly, and not to the 
moderator of the preceding one, it belonged to re- 

eal it. 

- It would be decisive, however, that the motion, 
as it was proposed, purported not to be in facta 
question of degredation for the disallowance of an 
appeal, but one of new and independent organiza- 
tion. It was, ostensible as well as actually, of tran- 
scendental power, whose purpose was to treat the 
ordinance of the preceding assembly as a nullity, and 
its moderator as a nonentity. It had been prepared 
for the event avowedly before the meeting. The 
witnesses cencur that.it was propounded as a mea- 
sure of original organization, transcending the cus- 
tomary order; and not as a recourse to the ultima 
ratio for a specific violation of it. The ground of 
the motion, as it was opened by the mover, was not 
the disallowance of an appeal, which alone could 
afford the pretext of forfeiture, but the fact of ex- 
clusion. To affect silent members with an implica- 
tion of assent, however, the ground of the motion 
and nature of the question must be so explicitly put 
before them as to prevent misconception or mistake; 
and the remark that heralded the question in this in- 
stance, pointed at, nota removal of the presiding 
incumbent, but a separate organization to be accom- 
plished with the least practicable interruption of the 
business in hand; and if they indicated any thing 
else they were deceptive. 

The measure was proposed not as that of the 
body, but as the measure of a party; and the cause 
assigned for not having proposed it elsewhere, was 
that individuals of the party had been instructed by 
cousel that the purpose of it could not be legally ac- 
complished in any other place. No witness speaks 
of a motion to degrade; and the rapidity of the pro- 
cess by which the choice of a substitute, not a suc- 
cessor, was effected, left no space for reflection or 
debate. Now before the passive commissioners 
could be affected by acquiescence implied from their 
silence, it ought to have appeared that they were 
apprised of what was going on; but it appears that 
even an attentive ear-witness was unable to under- 
stand what was done. The whole scene was one of 
unprecedented haste, insomuch that it is still a matter 
of doubt how the questions were put.—Now, though 
there facts were fairly put to the jury, it is impossi- 
ble not to see that the verdict is in this respect mini- 
festly against the current of the evidence. 

Other corroberative views have been suggested; 
but it is difficult to compress a decision of the lead- 
ing points in this case into the old fashioned limits 
of a judicial opinion. The preceding observations, 
however, are deemed enough to show the grounds on 
which we hold that the assembly which met in the 
First Presbyterian church was not the legitimate suc- 
cessor of the assembly of 1837; and that the defen- 
dante are not guilty of the usurpation with which 
they are charged. 

RoGeErs, J.—opinion. 

After the patient and impartial investigation, by 
me, of this cause, at nisi prius, and in bank, I have 
nothing at this time to add, except that my opinion 
remains unchanged) on all the points ruled at the 
trial. This explanation is deemed requisite, in jus- 
tice to myself, and because it has become necessa- 
ry (in a Case, in some respects, without precedents, 
and presenting some extraordinary features) to 
prevent misapprehension, and mistepresentation. 





SWARTWOUT DEFALCATIONS. 
Report of the committee of investigation, chosen 
by ballot, by the house of representatives, Janu- 
ary 17 and 19, 1839, on the subject of the de- 
falcations of Samuel Swartwout and others, and 
the correctness of the returns of collectors and 
receivers of the public money; also, the report 
of the minority of the committee. 
[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 159.] 
Tallahassee, April 5, 1838. 
Sir: I am informed, through the receiver of this 
place, that charges have been preferred by John 
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G. Gamble, esq. against his official conduct; also}da. When these collections are made, I will take, parties had shown their value, that these lands rds m 
implicating myself in the following manner: “It is in payment the government draft on the receiver| were or would be entered by Allen, or his paring, pect on 
maiter of complaint that citizens have applied to of public moneys at Tallahassee. Andrews, who is the deputy of the register, Bn pe cee w 
enter lands; their money was refused; and, after GEORGE THOMAS, cashier. | Iwas not informed of the parties who could tae er ready te 
having converted their bank notes into land office} Hon. Levi Woodbury, secretary of the treasury. on this point, and therefore said nothing aboy; ; aad Jol 
money, upon another application for land they — You will find evidence on this point in the lette, ps ertain 
have found it entered by the receiver, or by his Treasury department, April 21, 1838. | of major Jesse Coe and general Searcy, and in rt pene Un 
clerk, H. R. W. Andrews.” This charge is in-| Sir: I have received your letter of the 19th in-| letter of colonel Jacob Robinson you will see that | advised | 
correct; if such complaints have been made, they | stant, with its enclosures, and will submit the ex-| entries made by the receiver, under the belief that his eye Ov 
were without any foundation whatever. I have | planations therein made to the president, with those|the lands were valuable, were cancelled when He did so. 
been engaged as clerk for the register for the last) you may offer on the other point, as soon as they| found to be worthless. ‘There are many cop, ken, he in 
two years, during which time I have made several | are received. It is hoped you will return to the| plaints for conduct such as that stated in the letter ecie or t 
entries in my own name, and in company with M. | land office and attend to the subject as early as| of Jesse H. Willis, esq. ald be h 
J. Allen; butin no instance has either of usentered | possible. I shall notify Mr. Thomas to-day, that, I have not thought it necessary to obtain any [i amount I. 
land that had been applied for, although applica-| relying on his note, the department will suspend | other certificates than that of John Miller to prove him to tr 
tions were made almost daily for land without the | drawing for the amount he is to pay until the ap-| the charge of extorting a high premium for ENtries but none . 
applicants completing their entries. ‘The course |propriation bills pass, and the payment can be|of land paid for in the current bank notes of the IB was the ¢ 
pursued in the register’s office in regard to the is-|closed here. I am, very respectfully, your obedi-| country. Ido not learn that the charge, in yy. gave one | 
suing of applications, is to issue only one appliea-/} ent servant, LEVI WOODBURY, merous instances, and to a large amount, is denieg While in 
tion for the same piece of land on the same day; Secretary of the treasury. | by Dr. Allen. ness in ce 
should the applicant fail to complete the entry be-| MM. J. Allen, Before this letter can reach your hands, busines where | 
fore nine o’clock the next morning, then the same Receiver of public money, now in Washington. | will carry me from the territory, on my way to B® the owner: 
land is subject to be entered by any other person. — Europe. It is my intention to wait upon you as] sides of it, 
During the time I have been in the register’s office, April 25, 1838. | pass through the city of Washington. of the cast 
no person has been refused an application for} Srr: I have received’your letter of the 21st in- Very respectfully, JOHN G. GAMBLE. or a doze! 
land subject to entry in proper time. I conceive /|stant, and would ask to what other point (requir-} Hon. Levi Woodbury, secretary of the treasury. that such . 
Dr. Allen or myself have a right to enter the same | ing explanation) you refer therein; as I am under — marking t 
land. Although cases of this kind occur almost|the impression that I have answered to all the| 1 do hereby certify, that in the month of Febru. BF ket, but fc 
daily, we, or either of us, have, in no instance, in-| charges of Mr. Gamble, except his statement con-| ary last I applied to enter land, at the United States was aval 
terfered with applicants in this manner. cerning my subscription to the new stock of the} land office in Tallahassee, and, not having the spe. F¥ came up, 
The Tallahassee bank bills were received in| Union Bank, which, being entirely a private con-|cie, I paid the receiver a premium of 14 per cent. P¥ lands mu 
payment for land, and recognised as specie, ac-| cern, I have not noticed. above the government price, for the land applied [¥ not to inte 
cording toa distinct understanding between the} Our delegate from Florida, (colonel Downing), | for. ed me to: 
receiver and the officers of both banks, (as I was | after examining all the papers, expresses himself} And on same day I saw T. T. Clarady pay the F¥ wait; I st 
informed by the receiver prior and subsequent to | dissatisfied with my course only on the point of my | receiver a premium of 15 per cent. for land enter- F) payments, 
the suspension of specie payments), until about | having received the 15 per cent. discount, though| ed by him. In both cases, the payment was made [) We passe 
the 5th or 10th of May last, at which time the | he acknowledges his belief that this was done for| in the notes of the Union Bank of Florida. clear his 
Union Bank of Florida suspended specie payment; | the benefit of the people, and that it wasa saving| Given under my hand this 7th day of May, 1838. B me, three 
and Mr. R. B. Copeland, who was then clerk for|to them; and I now conscientiously aver the same, JOHN MILLER.  § tered thro 


the receiver during his absence to Mobile for the 


and aver that it did relieve them to the amount of 


Rock Comfort, April 20, 1838. 


the northe 


purpose of making a deposite, received the Union|5 per cent., besides saving them trouble; which » the midst 
Bank bills at par for a few days after its suspen-| facts you will find proven by others, by reference} Dar sir: At the time yours of the 13th instant F chased the 
sion. to the papers enclosed to you in my letter of the | reached me, I was just starting to my plantation BF) mistaken. 

Mr. J. G. Gamble’s charge must apply subse-| 19th instant; and I can procure further testimony | on the river. Since my return home, I have em- F7 in the pre 
quent to the Union Bank’s suspension, as ‘the ex-|to the same purpose, if deemed necessary. As| braced the first opportunity of giving you the in- F¥ asked me 
change of money was unnecessary before. By re-|evidence of gain not being my object, I told our| formation you asked for. first refu 


ference to the returns at the general land office 
from this district, which have been forwarded up 


Some time in the fall of 1836 I called at the 


delegate (as I did the people at the time of making 
land office in Tallahassee, in company with gene- 


strong tha 
their entries) that T would return the 15 per cent. 


ley stated 








to the Ist instant, you will not find an acre of land| on their payment to me of government funds in| ral Searcy, who pointed out, on the map, a frac- f }speculatic 
entered by M. J. Allen and myself jointly, or by | any reasonable time; which, I repeat now to you, | ion on Appalachicola river that seemed to be va- J but that / 
me individually, or by myself and any other per-|I am perfectly willing and ready to do in every| cant, and was told that it was applied for, and Bjthe disad 
son. And I defy the world to say with truth.that|}case. I will return to the land office as soon as| would be reserved for the applicant till the next PF} though gc 
I have, in any manner, entered land in my.own| practicable, which will be at an early date. In|day. The next day 1 called again, with general P¥he thoug! 


name, in company with any person or persons, 


your letter of the 2d instant, (of which I have re- 








Searcy, who desired to know whetker the fraction 


maps and 


procured or permitted any person or persons what- | ceived a copy), you say it would be desirable that | had been entered, and was told by the receiver that J the paper 
soever to enter land for me, or purchased land from | all my accounts should be arranged. By reference| it was, and that he was making out the certificate J) ther state 
any person, since the suspension by the Union|to the officers to whom I made my returns, you! —I think it was for himself. I remain yours, fF) abandone 
Bank. On examinatian of the entries, during the | will find that my accounts and returns were all| With great respect, JESSE COE. feand the f 
same period, I find M.J. Allen has entered only |transmitted up to the Ist instant, before I left| Col. John G. Gamble. @ drew off. 
one quarter section, which will be found by refer- | Tallahassee. ini 
ence to No. 7361. That iand has not been appli-| Any communication you may have to make me Tallahassee, May 19, 1838. Col. J. 
ed for by any other person for the last eighteen | prior to the 10th of May, you will please direct} Dar str: In answer to yours of the 7th instant, P.S. I 
months, tomy knowledge. Very respectfully, your |to me at Baltimore. Very respectfully, your obe-| I will state, that about the 18th November, 1836, Fy Section a 
obedient servant, H.R. W. ANDREWS. | dient servant, M. J. ALLEN, major Coe and myself concluded to enter some F business. 
Hon. Levi Woodbury, secretary of the treasury. Receiver at Tallahassee, Florida. land on the Apalachicola river and vicinity, for F it will be 
I certify that the statements herein made are} Hon. Levi Woodbury, secretary of the treasury. which we made application at the register’s office, FT 
correct. R. J. HACKLEY, register. — and obtained it. We saw other lots that we wish- 
_ Treasury department, May 1, 1838. | ed to enter, marked thus (S) in pencil, which we B@. Dears 
Tallahassee, April 5, 1838. |. SIR: Your letter of the 25th ultimo is received;| were informed had been entered. We said no "4 of a 
I certify that I am engaged in the land office at rr answer to which, I have to inform you that the | more, but left the office. Next morning, precisely meg e" 
this place, as clerk for R. J. Hackley, register, +h arge as to entering lands is yet pending for fur-| at nine o’clock, we called at the office. I asked ve te | 
(the receiver's office being kept in the same room); ther omens in its support, and for rebutting | Mr. Andrews (the deputy) to let me see the recel- J Mie wi 
that Dr. M. J. Allen, receiver, commenced taking pie . When that is received from Tallahassee, ver’s receipts for certain tracts marked as above “ tee 
the notes of the ‘Tallahassee banks during the last shall lay the whole subject before the president. | stated: for some, he exhibited the receipts; for the i *- 
winter, (since their suspension of specie payment), I at EVI respectfully, your obedient servant, rest, he said that he had none. Dr. Allen (the lead wie ° 
at the earnest request uf persons wishing to secure MJ alt WOODBURY, sec. of the treasury. | receiver) was sitting at a table writing, and ob- ape 
lands; and that he never took said bills, or any . J. Allen, esq. Baltimore. served that he was then making them out, as he eral.tract 
other bank notes, at any other rate than fifteen per — was the enterer, and had omitted to do so. I ob- that were 
cent. discount, to the best of my knowledge. I Tallahassee, May 21, 1838. | served that he was too late, that I or we were Keith i 
further certify, that his doing so was, in my opi- I ete I addressed you on the 18th ultimo; and as) applicants for the land. The deputy register oe from de - 
nion, an important accommodation to the people, ave no acknowledgment of its receipt, I enclose | that he did not know what to do, but that it ha ded a 
as it not only saved them the trouble of running i.e I am yet without answers to letters to| best be left to the register when he came. I then baleotine 
about to obtain specie, but also reduced the pre- penene to whom I was referred for testimony. | informed him that I then applied for all the vacant eeeaeng 
mium five per cent., as twenty per cent., to my | 1! “ oe be in consequence of irregular maiis, or| land in the Territory, from day to day, until 1 Mr. Keit 
t knowledge, was the usual price demanded and o 7 ey disturbances; or it may be that the par-| suited my convenience to take it out, and that! § adler 
1 paid for specie to enter land prior thereto; and that vse a wn more on the subject, verbally, than} should contend for the land. The register rode a ieeen a 
2 since the receiver has ceased to take any thing but ed te A ouch under their hands; and I am in-| at this time; the matter was referred to him, 2” the ate 
i specie or treasury notes, twenty per cent. has been : 0 to think this latter is the true cause of si-| he gave itin our favor. This I believe to be sub- Bethe 
7 given, to my certain knowledge, fur the latter, in - go pen h a _ | Stantially the occurrence alluded to by you. was cen 
| the currency of the country, for the purpose of en-| .» of say that my original letter, preferring] Very respectfully, your obedient servant, I called. 
tering land. H.R. W. ANDREWS. |Catges_ against the receiver, was written from a J. G. SEARCY. tale ad 
sense of duty, and in the firm belief of the truth of| Col. J. G. Gamble. “edgy 
et | ; every charge stated. I had heard charges made — sey. ni 
Bank of the Metropolis, April 19, 1838. that lands were falsely marked on maps in the re- Marianna, April 19, 1838. ms ge 
I have between $18,000 and $20,000 to collect | gister’s office as having been entered, which were} Dear str: Your note of the 13th instant cam? FF * 2 
on the government, for the Union Bank of Flori-!not in fact entered, but, after applications by other|to hand, inquiring the conduct of the land offices FF Pon th 
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a 
passin When there the time before last, I 
carried on specie for Dr. Wilson to clear a piece 
of land; was warned not to designate the tract un- 
til ready to clear it, if not taken. In going to the 
office, John R. Chapman walked with me to 
ascertain two eights he wanted, but had to ex- 
change Union money before he could take them. 
[ advised him not to designate, but merely to cast 
his eye over the map, and point at different lands. 
He did so. Finding what he wanted was not ta- 
ken, he inquired of Dr. Allen where he could get 
specie or treasury notes; he was answered they 
could be had of him at 15 or 20 per cent., (which 
amount I do not distinctly recollect); but I advised 
him to try elsewhere. He inquired at the bank, 
put none were there. He was told 5 per centum 
was the difference of exchange; but I believe he 
gave one of the former amounts, to save the land. 
While in the office, discovering such a watchful- 
ness in certain persons, I asked to look at a map, 
where I knew real estate lay that would stick to 
the owner; it was readily shown; near it, on two 
sides of it, lands had been entered—I knew in one 
of the cases, by mistake. I put my pencil on ten 
ora dozen pieces, expressing some astonishment 
that such lands should be so long passed over, re- 
marking that I had not entered the land for mar- 
ket, but for a settlement; but when my new stock 
was available, I would likely call. Chapman 


}came up, remarking, the owners of the adjoining 


lands must share in that. I bound him in honor 


*F not to interfere with what I had marked; he want- 
¥ed me to specify a time he should be bound to 


wait; I stated, when the banks resumed specie 
payments, as I could not pay 15 or 20 per centum. 
We passed off; in about an hour we called to 
clear his two pieces, and found, as he stated to 


* me, three pieces of what I had noticed taken, scat- 
‘tered through my selection; in examining, I found 


the northeast of section 28 taken by Dr. Allen, in 


\ the midst of my settlement. I thought I had pur- 


chased the west half of it in the sales, but was 


)mistaken. I explained the mistake to Dr. Alien 
"in the presence of major Hackley. He (Allen) 
asked me 100 per cent. I offered him $100; he at 
Jfirst refused; but major Hackley came out so 
* strong that he finally acceded to my offer. Haek- 
‘ley stated that he, as register, was blamed with 
speculation in his office, while he had stood aloof, 


but that Allen and Andrews were speculating to 
the disadvantage of the old settlers; and that, al- 
though governor Call had stated they had a right, 
he thought-it improper, having before them the 
maps and books: the piece I got of him at $300; 
the papers had not been sent on. Chapman fur- 


) ther states that the pieces marked ‘‘cleared,” were 
abandoned. I told the joke to captain Mooring, 
and the fellow, no doubt, got wind of a trick, and 
drew off. 


Yours, very respectfully, 
JACOB ROBINSON. 
Col. J. G. Gamble. 
P.S. it is hoped the directory will give to this 
Section an independent sufficient branch to do the 
business of this country this fall; I am persuaded 


3 it will be to the interest of the institution. 


Tallahassee, May 15, 1838. 
_ Dear sir: In reply to your inquiries on the sub- 
ject of a transaction which occurred at the land 
office in this place, between Dr. Allen, the recei- 
ver, and myself, about the latter part of February 
last, I will state, first, that I do not desire to be an 


®@ccuser of that gentleman, yet I cannot deny to 


you a statement of the facts you allude to. My 


: friend, general John G. Chapman of Maryland, 


had visited this country for the purpose of making 
a planting establishment. He had examined sev- 
eral tracts of land, and had reports of many others 
that were for sale; one of which, belonging to Mr. 
Keith, lying on the Chupoln river, we thought 
from description would suit him. He had confi- 

ed very much to my judgment and advice in the 
Selection he contemplated making, and, being anx- 
‘ous to return home, he left it to me to examine 

'. Keith’s land and report on it, which, if done 
favorably, it-was to be considered a purchase be- 
tween Mr. Keith and himself, all other parts of 
the bargain having been fully concluded between 
general Chapman and Mr. Keith. At the time it 


Was convenient for me to go aud look at the Jand, 


‘ called on Mr. Keith, then in Tallahassee, to ob- 
ain a description of the sections and townships. 

rom his papers I made a small rough map with 
my pencil, of the land sections 26, 27, 34, and 35, 


a all of which Mr. Keith’s tract run; marking 


“pon the southwest quarter of 27 that it was 





“vacant,” as Mr. Keith informed me. I then 
went to the land oflice, (for the receiver’s and 
register’s offices are kept in the same room,) and 
askéd Dr. Allen to get Mr. Andrews, the clerk of 
the register, to have me a perfect map made out 
of the township in which this land was situated, 
(which service he was in the habit of rendering to 
all who desired it,) denoting the entered and va- 
cant land, and to have it done by the next day, 
leaving, at the same time, the “rough map,” 
which I had made from Mr. Keith’s description of 
the land, upon which was written in full, in lead 
pencil, on the southwest quarter of section 27, the 
word “vacant; which I had done because Mr. 
Keith informed me that it was vacant, and was 
highly essential to the tract, and ought to be 
entered by general Chapman if he purchased, and, 
if not, he intended to enter it himself. These re- 
marks of Mr. Keith was the reason why I so par- 
ticularly designated this piece by the word ‘“‘va- 
cant,” in pencil. When I called at the land of- 
fice next afternoon to get the map ordered to be 
made out, (L. A. Thompson was with me, by ac- 
cident, and witnessed what occurred between Dr. 
Allen and myself), it was handed to me with the 
“rough map’? I had left. I observed on the one 
made for me that the southwest quarter of 27 was 
marked as entered. I remarked to Dr. Allen that 
there was an error; that this piece was vacant. 
He replied, that he expected the map was correct. 
I replied again that it was not, for I had examined 
the land office the day before, when I ordered the 
map made out, and it was then vacant, and, 
unless since entered, there must be a mistake. He 
hemmed and hawed, and finally acknowledged 
that he had entered it. My first impressions, you 
may imagine, were not of a very pacific character. 
I felt indignant, and did not hesitate to so express 
myself. Here some altercation in words took 
place, which confused the doctor some litttle. He, 
however, made the remark, that if general Chap- 
man wanted the land, he should still have it. 
Without reply, I left doctor Allen, and with Mr. 
Thompson, who witnessed all that took place, I 
consulted with regard to the matter. It was 
agreed that, as (if general Chapman did not take 
Mr. Keith’s land) Mr. Keith’s interests would be 
prejudiced, it would be better to make him ac- 
quainted with what had occurred. This I did; 
and upon consultation with that gentleman, deter- 
mined to wrest the land from Dr. Allen without 
conditions. I therefore prepared myself with 5200 
in specie, and went to him with a deed prepared 
by Mr. Thompson, to pay for and obtain a trans- 
fer of the land. He received the money, but, in- 
stead of signing the deed, altered the entry in his 
book, and gave me the usual land office receipts 
in my own name. In twenty minutes after, I 
deeded it to Mr. Keith, with the understanding 
that, if general Chapman wanted his land, this 
piece was to be transferred at cost. My impres- 
sions are, that doctor Allen took advantage of 
my leaving the rough map with him, having upon 
it the word ‘“‘vacant,’’ written in pencil; and I 
came to this conclusion from having had repeated 
complaints of similar conduct in his office. 
I am, very respectfully, your ob’t. servant, 
JESSE H. WILLIS. 
Col. John G. Gamble. 
Treasury Department, June 23, 1838. 
Str: Copies of letters from John G. Gamble and 
John C. McGehee are herewith enclosed; and I 
have to request that you will furnish such expla- 
nations and further evidence as it may be in your 
power to offer, as well in relation to the charge of 
Mr. McGehee as to the former complaints prefer- 
red by colonel Gamble, at an early day. 
I am, very respectfully, your ob’t. servant, 
LEVI WOODBURY, sec. of the treasury. 
Matthew J. Allen, Esq., 
Receiver of public money, Tallahassee, Florida. 


Washington City, June 21, 1838. 

Sir: I have not been so fortunate as to find you 
at home or disengaged when I called at the de- 
partment, and I am obliged to proceed immediately 
to New York. 

The enclosed letter from judge McGehee, in re- 
lation to the conduct of the agents of the land 
office, was received, under cover, Jast evening; and 
is handed over to be placed with those previously 
forwarded, 

My letter of 18th April advised that I had been 
misinformed of the facts in relation to one of the 
charges made against Mr. Allen in my letter of 21st 





February. All the other charges, I presume, are 
admitted by Mr. Allen; and, if denied, are proved 
by the evidence forwarded. I repeat what I said 
in my letter of the 18th April, that I volunteered in 
this business from a sense of public duty, which 
must be performed by some one. I had no per- 
sonal cause of complaint, and no private grief to 
urge me to the course: nor did I anticipate that I 
should have had devolved on me the trouble of 
hunting up the evidence in support of the charges. 
I thought the investigation would have been made 
in Florida, where Mr. Allen and the witnesses 
would have met face to face. 

Andrews continues to be the representative of 
Allen in the office of receiver. He is still clerk of 
the register. The two offices are kept in the same 
room; and, in practice, are no longer checks upon 
each other. Respectfully, 

JOHN G. GAMBLE. 

Hon. Levi Woodbury, secretary of the treasury. 


Hickstown, May 11, 1838. 

Dear sir: I have just received your letter of 
the 8th, in relation to the charges against the agents 
of the land office in Tallahassee, and requesting 
me to state what I know in relation to the entry of 
Mr. Wallace’s land. I will do so, as nearly as I 
can recollect. 

I think near two years ago, Mr. Wallace, who 
had purchased an improvement, placed money in 
the hands of a Mr. Perry to enter an eighth of 
land for him. Perry applied, with the numbers 
and other description of the land, at the register’s 
office, and (as Mr. Wallace said) was told that 
there was not time then to prepare the papers, but 
that if he would apply in the morning, his business 
should be attended to; he accordingly applied the 
following day, and was then told by Mr. Andrews, 
the register’s clerk, that he had entered that land 
himself. 

Some short time afterwards Mr. Wallace appli- 
ed to me to inquire into it while at Tallahassee, 
(for I was then on my way). I called at the regis- 
ter’s office, and applied to enter the same land, 
and was promptly told that the land had been en- 
tered by Mr. Andrews, the register’s clerk. I then 
asked him some questions in relation to the entry, 
when he made it, and who informed him of the 
land, &c.; and became convinced, from his an- 
sweis that all was not right, and gave him notice 
that I would continue the investigation until I could 
be fully satisfied. I immediately informed Mr. 
Hackley of what had occurred, and my suspicions 
of his clerk. He promised that it should immedi- 
ately be looked into. I set out in a few minutes 
after this for St. Marks, and returned the next day, 
when Mr. Hackley informed me that it was a 
mistake of Mr. Andrews; that it was rectified, and 
that Mr. Wallace had the land. Here the matter 
ended. I have no reason to suppose that Mr. 
Hackley knew any thing of this matter until I in- 
formed him, and believe he had it corrected. 

I am, very respectfully, &c., 
JOHN C. McGEHEE. 

Colonel John G. Gamble. 


Receiver’s Office, Tallahassee, July 12, 1838. 

Sir: In your communication of the 23d ultimo, 
enclosing copies of letters from John G. Gamble 
and John C. McGehee, you request me to submit 
such explanations and further evidence as I ma 
be able, with regard to the charge of Mr. McGe- 
hee, as also of the former complaints of colonel 
Gamble. As regards the former, the letter of Mr. 
McGehee does not even mention my name; and 
the transactions spoken of by him (according to 
the dates given by himself) transpired before I 
entered the land office, viz: in May, 1836. You 
will find, by reference to my returns, that I did not 
commence the duties of receiver till the i2th of 
August, 1836: however, I know nothing concern- 
ing it, except that Mr. Andrews says the case is 
mistaken. With regard to the charges of colonel 
Gamble, I believe I have answered them all inmy 
former communications, (to which I refer you,) 
except his statements concerning my subscription 
to the Union Bank, which, being entirely a private 
matter, I presumed needed none. I will, however, 
state the circumstances connected with that trans- 
action. The Union Bank, having determined to 
increase her capital $2,000,000, invited subserip- 
tions to the new stock, to be secured by mortgage 
on real estate and negroes. At the time I sub- 
scribed, the subscriptions amounted to about 





$9,000,000, (more than four times the amount to 
be divided among the subscribers;) therefore, to 
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get what you wanted, you were obliged to subscribe 
four times that amount. I desired, at that time, 
to put some lands which I had purchased (at go- 
vernment price) into the bank; the unimproved 
lands were usually appraised at from five to ten 
dollars per acre, and the bank was to pay out two- 
thirds of the valuation to the subscribers. I sub- 
scribed, through mistake, one day after the time 
limited, and my subscription was, on that account, 
thrown out. Ihave not a dollar of stock in the 
bank. I am fearful this will be tedious to you; 
but I could not tell what further evidence you de- 
sired, except you referred to this subject. 

In conclusion, I will notice an assertion of col. 
Gamble, in his letter of the 21st ultimo, viz: ‘that 
Mr. H.R. W. Andrews still continues representa- 
tive of Allen in the office of receiver.” This is 
proved wholly false by the enclosed statement of 
Mr. R. B. Copeland, and I cannot conceive how 
colonel Gamble should be unacquainted with its 
falsehood; and I now assert (what I have before 
stated) that Mr. Andrews never has acted as my 
clerk, but that, when absent from the office, I have 
uniformly employed Mr. Copeland as my clerk 
and agent. I am, respectfully, your ob’t. serv’t., 

M. J. ALLEN, Receiver, &c. 

Hon. Levi Woodbury, secretary of the treasury. 


Tallahassee, July 12, 1838. 

I certify that I have been acting as clerk to the 
receiver at this place since the 6th of April last; 
which fact is well known in Tallahassee, and 
especially at the Union Bank of Florida, of which 
John G. Gamble is president, and where I have 
made special deposites of what specie I have re- 
ceived since the date aforesaid, to the credit of 
M. J. Allen, receiver, R, B. COPELAND. 


Receiver’s Office, Tallahassee, July 23, 1838. 

Sir: There remains of the amount I had deposit- 
ed (as receiver) in the Union Bank of Florida (at 
the time of their suspension of specie payments), 
the sum of $12,414 63; which, relying on your 
letter of the 21st of April, I beg leave to request 
you will draw for, through George Thomas, esq., 
cashier of the bank of the Metropolis, according to 
the purport of the letter above alluded to, and the 
note of Mr. Thomas addressed to you on the 19th 
of April last; and I would be pleased that that 
were done immediately, that that matter might be 
closed. 

The treasurer has overdrawn the specie on hand, 
as shown by my last weekly return, by upwards of 
$3,000; in consequence, I presume, of not know- 
ing of the arrangement above alluded to, and my 
weekly returns of specie subject to draft includ- 
ing that sum in the Union Bank, viz: $12,414 
63. Your attention to this subject will greatly 
oblige me. I am, very respectfully, sir, your obe- 
dient servant, M. J. ALLEN, Receiver. 

Hon. Levi Woodbury, 

Secretary of the treasury, Washington city. 
Treasury Department, Mugust 4, 1838. 

Sir: Your are informed, in reply to your letter 
of the 23d ultimo, that all was drawn on the bank 
which Mr. Thomas was disposed to pay; and that 
no unsettled affairs of the bank exist here. The 
bank at Tallahassee knows and can inform you of 
the details. The treasurer has been directed not 
to overdraw at any time; and it is hoped that his 
drafts will be promptly met by you. I am, very 
respectfully, your obedient servant, 

LEVI WOODBURY, Sec. of the treasury. 

M. J. Allen, esq., Receiver of public moneys, 

Tallahassee, Florida. 


Treasury Department, February 10, 1794. 

Sir: The enclosed letter of the 27th of last 
month, from the collector at Tappahannock, re- 
lates to a subject equally delicate and disagreeable. 
It is my duty to add, that bills have returned 
protested to the amount of 3,000 dollars. 

This conduct, though I trust proceeding from no 
ill motive in the collector, is of a nature so fatal 
to the punctual collection of the revenue, and at 
the same time so vitally injurious to the public 
credit, that I cannot forbear to submit it as my 
opinion that the public good requires the supersed- 
ing of the officer. With perfect respect, &c. 

ALEXANDER HAMILTON. 

To the president of the United States. 


Treasury Department, June 16, 1794. 
Sir: It is with regret I inform you that another 
collector has suffered treasury drafts to return un- 


a 





paid, which were drawn upon moneys reported by 
him to be in his hands—Abraham Archer, esq. of 
Yorktown. Enclosed are letters of apology on 
the subject. Ali the drafts which were at first de- 
clined were afterwards paid. 

I perceive nothing substantially to distinguish 
this case from that of the collector of Tappahan- 
nock who was lately superseded on a similar ac- 
count. Nor can I forbear, however painful the 
task, to submit it as my opinion, in this as in that 
case, that the good of the public service requires 
a displacement of the officer. Punctuality in this 
respect is too indispensable not to be made the in- 


variable condition of continuance in office. With 
perfect respect, &c. 
ALEXANDER HAMILTON. 


To the president of the United States. 


Treasury Department, February 18, 1795. 

The secretary of the treasury has the honor re- 
spectfully to submit to the president of the United 
States certain documents, by which it appears that 
John Muir, collector for the district of Vienna, in 
Maryland, has neglected his duty in failing to col- 
lect, or to institute in season suits for the recovery 
of, bonds for duties due to the United States. 

The collector has moreover failed to pay certain 
drafts, drawn on him by the treasurer of the United 
States, for moneys appearing, by returns to the 
treasury, to be on hand; and in this respect he is 
found to be in the same predicament as the collec- 
tors of York and Tappahannock who were super- 
seded. 

The secretary is firmly of opinion that the good 
of the public service requires that this officer should 
be displaced; and, from inquiries which he has 
made of Mr. Murray, of the house of representa- 
tives, he is induced to believe that James Frazier 
is a fit character to succeed to the office. All 
which is most respectfully submitted. 

OLIVER WOLCOTT, sec. of the treasury. 

To the president of the United States. 

(Mr. Allen is indebted to the government twen- 
ty-six thousand six hundred and ninety-one dollais 
and fifty-seven cents, ($26, 691 57.)] 


11.— Correspondence with John Spencer, receiver at 
Fort Wayne. 
Treasury Department, April 25, 1836. 

Sir: Your letter of the 4th inst., enclosing a re- 
turn for the month of March, and a quarterly ac- 
count for the quaiter ending on the 31st ult., is re- 
ceived. Quarterly returns or accounts are not re- 
quired to be made to the secretary of the treasury, 
but to the commissioner of the general land office, 
as your instructions from that officer will inform 
you. The returns required to be made to the secre- 
tary of the treasury, as you will perceive from the 
enclosed circular, are monthly, being duplicates of 
Similar statements rendered to the general land 
office, and corresponding, in form, to that for 
March, received with your letter. As these state- 
ments for January and February last have not 
been received at the department, I must claim 
your attention to the omission, and insist on their 
transmission, in future, immediately after the close 
of each month. At the same time, I would also 
claim your strict aftention to the regulations of the 
department in respect to the periodical deposites 
of the public money, and to the duty transmitting 
the usual evidences of such deposites to the secre- 
tary of the treasury, as the instructions require. I 
am, very respectfully, &c. 

LEVI WOODBURY, sec. of the treasury. 
Col. John Spencer, receiver of public moneys, 
Fort Wayne, Indiana, 


Treasury Department, May 23, 1836. 

Sir: Since the date of my letter to you of the 
25th ult., your returns for the month of April have 
been received, from which I perceive that the pub- 
lic moneys in your hands on the 30th ult. amount- 
ed to the sum of $247,251 64, which amount is the 
accumulated receipts of your affice since the Ist 
of January last. You cannot but be aware that 
the retention of the public moneys in your hands 
beyond the period of one month, unless the receipts 
of such month be less than $10,000, is a violation 
of your instructions. The object of this letter is, 
first, to require that the whole balance on hand at 
the time of the receipt of this letter shall be imme- 
diately deposited, and a certificate of such deposite 
transmitted to the department without delay; se- 
cond, to inform you that the department cannot 





overlook the omission to do so, or your future Ne. 
glect to deposite monthly, and to transmit your 
monthly returns, accompanied by the evidence of 
your deposite, in time to be received at this offic, 
within the month next preceding that for which 
the return is rendered; third, that any neglect 9, 
inattention to these requirements, unless satisfa,. 
torily accounted for, will require of me, from , 
sense of official duty, that you be reported to the 
president, with a recommendation that you be jo. 
moved from office. I am, very respectfully, && 
LEVI WOODBURY, sec. of the treasury, 
Col. John Spencer, receiver of public moneys, 
Fort Wayne, Indiana. 


Treasury Department, July 8, 1836, 

Sir: Since my letter to you of the 29th ult., qj. 
recting an examination to be made into the state 
of the land office at Fort Wayne, Indiana, the jp. 
turns of the receiver for the month of May haye 
been received, and exhibiting a balance of money 
in his hands, at the close of that month, amounting 
to $601,380 49. He has transmitted, under date 
of the 27th ultimo, a certificate of deposite in the 
“branch state bank of Indiana,” made on the 
15th of the same month, of $540,433 09, leaving 
a balance in his hands of $60,947 40. 

I have to request that you will instruct Mr, 
West, the examiner referred to in my letter aboye 
stated, to make special inquiry into this matter, 
and report to the department the result. I am, 
very respectfully, &c. 

LEVI WOODBURY, sec. of the treasury. 

Ethan 1. Brown, esq., 

Commissioner of the general land office. 


Treasury Department, July 8, 1836. 
Sir: Your account as receiver of public moneys 
at Fort Wayne, for the month of May last, with 
the enclosed certificate of deposite, in the branch 
state bank of Indiana, for $540,433 09, has been 
received, leaving a baJance in your hands of $6\- 
947 40. I have to request to be informed why the 
whole amount in your hands was not deposited at 
the same time with the first-mentioned sum. [ an, 
very respectfully, &c. 
LEVI WOODBURY, sec. of the treasury. 
John Spencer, receiver, Fort Wayne, Indiana. 


Receiver’s Office, Fort Wayne, July 29, 1836. 
Sir: Yours of the 8th, urging an explanation 
why the balance of the money on hand was not 
deposited at the time I made the last deposite, 
obliges me to state to you, that, owing to the great 
amount of money that I had with me at that time, 
(for I had the whole amount due from me to the 
government at the time I left the office, except the 
specie that came in after the wagon that hauled 
the silver had left, which was about one week be- 
fore I left myself ), the cashier of the bank declin- 
ed receiving in that deposite the eastern money 
and drafts, viz: on the safety-fund banks of New 
York, and the Farmers’ and Mechanics’ Bank of 
Michigan; which I received, supposing that they 
were embraced in his list of funds. The eastert 
funds, I left in the bank at Richmond, with the 
cashier’s promise that they should go in the nex! 
deposite. The Michigan paper I sent to Michigat 
bank; which was deposited there, and the certificate 
forwarded to the commissioner of the general laud 
office in the last quarterly report. 
The bank at Richmond received that deposilé 
with great reluctance, being fearful that the 
vernment might draw the funds out before they 
could make their arrangement. The money is ye 
in the bank, for the government. I shall leav? 
without delay, to make deposite, having receivé 
information that the bank at Indianapolis woul 
receive the deposites, notwithstanding the letté! 
from the president of that bank, which was th? 
cause of my detention from making the deposi! 
immediately after the receipt of your letter direc 
ing me to deposite in that bank, instead of that 
Richmond. - 
Copy of a letter from the president of branch bank @ 
Indianapolis, dated July 14, 1836. 

Sir: Having understood that the secretary ; 
treasury has directed you to deposite moneys ™ 


‘ceived at your office for public lands at this branch, 


1 deem it proper that I should apprize you oo 
the directory have it in contemplation to dec ~ 
for the present receiving any further deposiles, 


lieving that we cannot accede to the terms A ; 
braced in the late act of congress in relation 0" & 


. , , : st 
deposites, without too great a sacrifice of inter 


to this institution, 
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{am authorised to say to yon, the board of di- 
rs of this branch, wnwilliag to add to its re- 
sponsibility so heavy an amount as would likely 
be your next payment, have decided not to receive 
the deposite from that office. Respectfully, yours, 
HENRY BATES, president. 

hn Spencer, receiver. 

i ob assure you that the deposites will 
be made, so far as I am concerned, in strict accor- 
dance with my instructions. Respectfully, sir, 1 
am your humble servant, JOHN SPENCER. 

Hon. Levi Woodbury, secretary of the treasury. 


Branch Bank, Indianapolis, Jugust 17, 1836. 
We have this day received from John Speneer, 
esq., receiver of public moneys, the amount below 
named of unbankable money, at a discount as fol- 
ws: 
i. notes on country 
panks, N. York 
1; per cent. off . 


435,000 00 
525 00 





aie $34,475 00 
Michigan, Ohio, Illinois, 

and N. York, (small) . 24,475 00 
2 per cent. off . 429 50 








21,045 50 
Drafts on Bank of Michi- 
gan. + + * 13,073 69 
l percent, off . . 130 73 
12,942 96 


The above amount is included in the receipts 
given Mr. Spencer on this day for credit treasurer 
United States. THOS. H. SHARP, teller. 

I certify that the above is a true copy: August 

JOHN M. WILT, 
Clerk in receivers office, Fort Wayne. 
Nore.—Mr. Spencer offers the above as a proof 


" that he was obliged to make a discount, or sustain 
» a loss, when depositing at Indianapolis. 


& 


received. 


I have not time to send a duplicate of the above. 


Treasury Department, August 13, 1836. 
Sir: Your letter of the 28th ult., enclosing your 


» monthly return for June, is received. Seeing that 
| the balance in your hands amounts to the sum of 


$100,599 32, I must require that the same be 
transmitted to the bank of deposite forthwith, and 
request you to explain why the amount has been 
so long retained in your hands. 

No answer to my letter of the 8th ult. has been 
I am, &c. 

LEVI WOODBURY, sec. of the treasury. 

Receiver of public money, Fort Wayne, Indiana. 


Receiver’s office, Fort Wayne, August 22, 1836. 
Sir: I have just received yours of the 13th inst., 


acknowledging the receipt of my letter of the 28th 


ult., and returns for that month. It also presents 


> the inquiry, why the balance of $100,599 32 was 
» Tetained so long on hand, and observes that no re- 
> ply had been received to your letter of the 8th ult. 


In answer to the above, I reply, that an answer 


» at some length was written to your letter of the 8th, 
) dated July 29th, which was probably on the way 


when you wrote on the 13th inst., and would no 
doubt be received soon after. The amount of 
funds in the Richmond bank, which I spoke of, 
was $92,831 39, and is included in the enclosed 
certificate of deposite. 

My reasons why the balance of $100,599 32 was 
80 long retained, are as follows: On the 20th of 


) June I returned from depositing at Richmond.— 


From this time to the 26th I was busied in procur- 
ing security to my new bond, according to the re- 
quisition contained in the circular from the com- 
missioner of the general land office of 25th May, 
and which was received on the 4th of June, while 
I was absent. On the 26th I started for Rockville 
to have it approved, and returned on the 10th of 
July, the office was opened on the 11th, and the 
be ordinary press of business rendered it advisa- 
le that I should remain for a few days until the 
Press would be over. While preparing the funds 
or deposite which had accumulated to a large 
amount, I received the letter from the president 
of the branch at Indianapolis, (a copy of which I 


4 sent yon in my letter of the 29th ult.), refusing the 


fag from me. Afterwards, I received another 

— pecepting them; and, as soon as I could 

whi : ter, I left to make the deposite, the result of 
‘ch is contained in the enclosed certificate. 

eg leave to repeat the assurance that every 

1on shall be given to the subject of deposit- 

hich its importance and my duty require. 

H JOHN SPENCER, receiver. 

On. Levi Woodbury, sec. of the treasury. 


attent 
ing Ww 





Office of the state bank of Indiana, 
At Fort Wayne, fug. 22, 1836. 

Understanding that reports are in circulation in 
regard to the course that has been pursued by col. 
John Spencer, receiver of public moneys in. this 
place, in receiving at a discount uncurrent paper 
in payment for lands, which are calculated to in- 
jure him in his relation to the government, I take 
this opportunity of stating such facts upon this 
subject as have come within my knowledge. The 
situation which I have occupied for some time in 
this branch bank, the daily intercourse which I 
have had with the receiver, and the consequent 
knowledge which I have obtained of the manner 
in which he has discharged his official duties, lead 
me to the opinion that the reports alluded to have 
originated either in misunderstanding or misrepre- 
sentation. 

That paper not authorised by the cashier of the 
deposite branches at Richmond and Indianapolis 
to be received by the receiver has in some instan- 
ces been taken by him at a small discount, is not 
denied by col. Spencer himself; but I take plea- 
sure in saying, that in no instance within my 
knowledge has this been done when the necessary 
exchanges could have been effected at this bank 
or with individuals. Owing to the great amount 
of the sales of the public lands in this district for 


some months past, and the fact that a large majo- 


rity of land-buyers have come here unprovided 


with the right kind of funds, the demand upon us 
for land-office money has been greater than we 
could supply. Under these circumstances, if ex- 
changes had not been made by the receiver, many 


individuals who had come a long distance would 
have been under the necessity of departing with- 
out the lands they had in many instances selected, 
or travelling, at the risk of losing their selections, 
at least one hundred miles, over roads the greater 
part of the year almost impassable, to obtain the 
right kind of funds. It is under such circumstan- 
ces, when the purchaser could be accommodated 
nowhere else, that uncurrent paper has been taken 
by the receiver at a discount. 

I feel very confident that these exchanges have 
not been made at the desire of col. Spencer. In 


many instances, within my own knowledge, he has 
peremptorily refused to make the desired exchan- 
ges; and in all instances I doubt not that he has 


been induced to do it, rather on account of the 
pressing solicitation of purchasers, than with a 
view to his own emolument: In some cases, when 
we could not afford the necessary accommodation 
in bank, I have suggested to col. Spencer the ne- 
cessity of his taking, in some instances, at such 
rate of discount as would satisfy him for the ex- 
penses of making the re-exchanges, other than 
land-office money. 

I doubt not that the exchangvs alluded to have 
been made by the receiver with :eluctance, and at 
a small discount; and that if he is at fault in this 
matter, he has erred in liberality towards land 
purchasers, and a desire to accommodate them, 


and not with the intention of advancing his indi- 


vidual interests. 


I give the foregoing to be used by col. Spencer 


as he may deem proper. 
H. McCULLOCK, cashier. 


Madison, August 31, 1836. 
Sir: I am informed that some things are stated 
recently to the prejudice of col. John Spencer, re- 
ceiver at Fort Wayne; and I am requested to write 
you. In doing so, I can only say that I have been 
gratified in learning that his deposites have been 
made to your satisfaction; and, 1f so, I hope that 
minor matters, if mere irregularities, will he over- 
looked. He is reputed to be an honest and honor- 
able man, and I do not believe that he has inten- 
tionally either done wrong or violated his instruc- 
tions. It would to some extent produce excite- 
ment if he were removed, for he has many warm 
and influential friends both at Fort Wayne and in 
Dearborn county, from which he removed to his 
present residence. Better let it be. With much 

respect, WILLIAM HENDRICKS. 

Hon. Levi Woodbury, secretary of the treasury. 


Treasury department, September 2, 1836. 
Sir: I have received the report of Mr. West 
upon the transactions of the land office under your 
charge; upon which I beg leave to remark, that 
the department trusts your deposites will hereafter 
be promptly made, and that no exchanges what- 
ever of money will take place on any terms, as 


! they open a door to improper practices and un- 
tounded imputations. I am happy to add, that 
the department can readily see the difficulties in 
resisting importunities to exchange money and to 
receive what is not permitted by regulation. It 
can also duly appreciate your excuses for not mak- 
ing more prompt returns and more frequent depo- 
sites; but it trusts that, hereafter, a more rigid con- 
formity to your instructions will be practicable, 
and will remove all cause of apprehension and 
complaint. I am, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, LEVI WOODBURY, 
sec. of the treasury. 
Col. John Spencer, receiver, Fort Wayne. 


Treasury department, September 7, 1836. 

Sir: Your letter of the 31st ultimo is received, 
and I am happy to inform you that Mr. Spencer’s 
explanations have been such that he will, proba- 
bly, continue in office. I am, very respectfully, 
your ob’nt serv’t, LEVI WOODBURY, 

sec. of the treasury. 
Hon. William Hendricks, Madison, Indiana. 
Receivers office, Fort Wayne, October 27, 1836. 

Sir: This is to inform you that I have forward- 
ed to the deposite bank one hundred and four 
thousand dollars, in silver, there to remain until I 
arrive with the gold and paper money. 

My democratic friends think that I ought not to 
leave until after we hold our election for president, 
on the 7th November, which I have concluded to 
await; and shall leave on that evening, or the next 
morning, to deposite, with all the funds on hand 
up to that time. I shall write you again before I 
leave. The sales are rapid, mostly paid in gold 
and silver. My quarterly report will be forward- 
ed by next mail for last quarter, which ought to 
have been done sooner, only for the want of help 
in the office. Hereafter, I think I can get my re- 
ports off, without much delay, after the close of 
the month and quarter. I am yours, respectfully, 

JOHN SPENCER, receiver. 

Hon. Levi Woodbury, secretary of the treasury. 


Receiver’s office, Fort Wayne, November 8, 1836. 

Sir: To-day I leave to deposite all the funds 
that I have on hand. Ishall probably leave them 
at Lawrenceburg. During my absence, the office 
will be in the care of John M. Wilt. I shall be 
gone, probably, about two weeks. Respectfully, 
your obedient servant, JOHN SPENCER. 

Hon. Levi Woodbury, secretary of the treasury. 


Cincinnati, November 28, 1836. 
Srr: Herewith you will receive the certificates 
of my last deposite. I have been much longer on 
the road than I had expected, owing to the badness 
of the same. We have had very wet weather, 
which caused high waters. I am now on my way 
to the office, and shall write you more fully when 
Igethome. I am yours, respectfully, 
JOHN SPENCER, 
Receiver of public moneys, Fort Wayne. 
Hon. Levi Woodbury, secretary of the treasury. 


N.B. Ihad sent, some time since, $21,000 to 
the care of the Commercial Bank, until my arri- 
val; the cashier then informed me that he had 
placed the same to the credit of the treasurer of 
the United States, which caused the two receipts 
of deposite. The charges on my bvoks shall be 
the same as if all had been made together. 

JOHN SPENCER. 


Receiver’s office, Fort Wayne, January 18, 1837. 
Sir: Enclosed I send my certificate of deposite 
for one hundred and nineteen thousand one hun- 
dred and sixty-three dollars and eighteen cents, 
from branch bank of the state of Indiana, at Law- 
renceburg. $119,163 18. Respectfully yours, 
JOHN SPENCER, 
Wocdbury, secretary of the treasury. 
LIST OF FUNDS. 


Hon. Levi 


Scrip, - - - - - - $1,212 50 
Gold, a tie aa 15,698 31 
Silver, - - - - - 30,559 67 
Cincinnati, . - - - 4,971 00 
Pittsburg, - - - - “ 616 00 
Kentucky, - - - - 545 00 
Indiana, ° =e tes 2B 86h 88 
New York, - - - ~ 679 00 
Philadelphia, - - - - 620 00 
Baltimore, - - - - 50 00 








$73,312 48 

















a int oe 
Soe _ Peed ed 5 
Se ne ee 
a —_— Z~ 


r int, 
i.e 


se Stren seaataneatpaty Sen 


ns Sina ww dt 


Faw oe eae ns a pee ea aa ae 


2 het 


A ST: IPT a TS oye tenet = 


oe 
A ate 


athe. 


Cem a, 


<- lgdl ete de ~~ - 
ra na 
Selertpreeepecqearrron nso 
dios ‘ esate G 


caw bb 


are 


ly. diene 


a gg, rege tga 


" 


a 


Se 


J 


niet ti An 
ee inten ee i a 


a 


eit 


—* ee 


: 
* 
- 
- 
4 
‘2 
; 
- 
a 
. 
- 
‘ 
ay 
y 


£ 


| 


Sais > Ss SO a 


Le - 


EP 


ce ae 
5 part perme 


=< 





RIA Oe mea Pere 


sare 





te ym ha eg at 


poreh neva 





172 


NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER—MAY 11, 1889—SWARTWOUT DEFALCATION. 











The United States in account with John Spencer, re- 
ceiver of public yore Fort Wayne, Indiana. 
R. 
1836. Bycash paid into the branch 
Dec. 31 bank of the state of Indi- 
ana, at Lawrenceburg, to 
the credit of the treasurer 





of the United States, $119,163 18 
Risk in depositing the above 
am’t—distance 200 miles, 238 32 
Compeusation for travelling 
—40C miles, at 14 cents, 56 00 
Military bounty land scrip, 1,212 50 
Allen Hamilton, bill for sta- 
tionary, 167 75 
F. P. Tinkham’s bill for ca- 
binet work, 80 00 
Ames Compton’s bill for 
transporting specie, 600 00 
Osborn ‘Thomas’ do. 55 00 
Erroneous entry by Joseph 
Lenge, refunded, 50 00 
Undercharged for depositing 
in last month’s statement, 10 00 
Register’s salary and com- 
mission, 750 00 
Receiver’s do. do. 750 00 
Balance on hand carried to 
the credit of the United 
States in next monthly re- 
port, 15,545 19 
$138,671 95 
Cr. 
Dec. 1 By this amount remaining 
on hands, as per last 
monthly report, $65,359 47 
31 Amount received from in- 
dividuals in the present 
month, 73,312 48 





$138,671 95 

JOHN SPENCER, receiver. 

House of representatives, 

Washington city, January 5, 1837. 
Sir: I desire to see the report of the examiner of 
the land office at Fort Wayne, Ia., made by Mr. 
West last fall, and all the papers connected wfth 
and relating to that report and examination, in- 
cluding the letters and correspondence of such 
officers of the government, and members of con- 
gress of either house, as may be on file in the 
treasury department upon that subject, or in refer- 
ence to the alleged delinquency of the receiver of 
public moneys at that place; and as these papers 
are voluminous, and I could not well examine 
them satisfactorily in your office, I desire copies of 
the whole, as above referredto. As the letters and 
correspondence of gentlemen, the copies of which 
I seek, are upon a subject of a public nature in 
reference to a public officer, I have supposed 
they might be seen, and that it 1s not improper to 
ask copies. I would be glad to get those copies as 

early as may suit your convenience. 
I have the honor to be, &e, 
J. McCARTY. 


Hon. Levi Woodbury. 
Treasury Department, January 6, 1837. 

Sir: Your favor of yesterday has been received; 
and I have since looked more fully into the papers 
and correspondence referred to, and regret to find 
them so voluminous, and some of them of such a 
personal character, that it would not comport 
with the general rules of the department to furnish 
copies of them, unless to individuals interested or 
assailed in them, or on a proper call by congress. 
I will, however, be happy to state to you their 
substance, or furnish copies of any particular pa- 
pers you may designate, as in your own opinion 
affecting your private interests or character, if, on 
examination, it be found that they do. But if 
none are of that description, (and I believe none 
are), it appears to me, on mature reflection and 
examination of the precedents here in similar ca- 
ses, that if any public purpose is contemplated by 
the use of the papers, it is better that the copies 
should be furnished only upon a public requisition. 
Allow me to add, sir, that if you or any other gen- 
tleman wish to prefer any new charges whatever 
against the receiver at Fort Wayne, or to have any 
further examination made into those heretofore 
explained by him, both the president and this de- 
partment are ready at any moment, to cause a 
fyll inquiry to be made into them, and take there- 


on such further steps as the public interest may ap- 
pear to require. 
I am, very respectfully, your ob’t. serv’t, 
LEVI WOODBURY, sec’y. of the treasury. 
Hon. J. McCarty, house of representatives. 
Receiver’s office, Fort Wayne, June 20, 1836. 

Sir: I have just returned from making a depo- 
site. I was much delayed in getting off, in conse- 
quence of the great press of business in the office, 
not being able to procure the necessary assistance. 
During the month of May I had to stay in the of- 
fice. Ihad much difficulty in procuring a team to 
transport the silver, which I at last succeeded in 
getting. It had to go round through Ohio, by the 
way of Dayton, and was on the road between two 
and three weeks. I doassure you that it has been 
impossible to go through on the route, as allowed 
by the comptroller, with wagons or on horseback, 
ffor a considerable part of the time since the office 
opened on the 7th of March last.. The Wabash, 
Mississinewa, and Salamonee rivers, and some 
smaller streams, have been so high as to swim my 
horse. This I had to do when I went on the 1st of 
June inst. I got the paper-money wet, but not 
much injured. It would be more convenient to 
deposite in Dayton, Cincinnati, or Detroit, than at 
Richmond or Indianapolis. There is no direct 
road to either of the last named places. 

I am now getting the new bond made, and shall 
leave in two or three days to see the district judge 
for its approval. 

I regret having been so situated as to get the 
reprimand from the secretary of the treasury that 
he has given me. I will in a few days be able to 
get another clerk, and will in future attend strictly 
to depositing as well as other duties. 

I am, very respectfully, sir, yeur ob’t serv’t, 
JOHN SPENCER, Receiver. 
Hon. Levi Woodbury, sec’y. of the treasury. 
12.—Correspondence with J. H. Owen, receiver at 
St. Stephen’s, Alabama. 
CIRCULAR. 
Treasury Department, February 28, 1835. 

Sir: It has been intimated to the Department 
that a practice prevails at some of the land offices 
of permitting entries and issuing certificates of 
purchase, without the payment of the purchase- 
money at the time of the entry. Such a practice 
being unauthorised and highly reprehensible, I 
have deemed it proper to make known to you that 
if it has been tolerated by you, it must immediate- 
ly cease; and any repetition of it hereafter, coming 
to the knowledge of the department, will receive 
prompt and exemplary notice. 

I cannot omit the occasion to impress upon you 
the necessity of a strict attention to, and punctual 
compliance with, the duties required of you in re- 
gard to the prompt deposite of the public moneys, 
and transmission of your accounts and returns; and 
to say to you that the performance of those duties 
must be regarded as paramount to all other in your 
official station. I am, &c., 

LEVI WOODBURY, sec’y of the treasury. 
To receivers of public money at Cahaba, Huntsville, 

Montgomery, St. Stephen’s, Augusta, Chocchuma, 

New Orleans, Ouachita, Demopolis, Mardisville, 

Sparta, Tuscaloosa, Columbus, Washington, Ope- 

lowsas, and St. Helena. 


Treasury Department, April 12, 1836. 
Sir: Finding that no attention had been paid to 
my letter of the 4th February last, reminding you 
that your returns for the months of November and 
December had not been received, and apprising 
you of the course which your continued neglect of 
this duty would compel me to adopt, it only re- 
mains to inform you that if your returns for No- 
vember, December, January,February and March, 
are not received by return of mail, I shali report 
your neglect to the executive for his immediate 
action. I am, &c., 
LEVI WOODBURY, sec. of the treasury. 
J. H. Owen, esq. 
Receiver of public money, St. Stephen’s, Ala. 


Land office, St. Stephen’s, Ala., May 29, 1836. 

Sir: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 13th ultimo, which did not come into 
my hands as early as due. I am surprised that 
you have not received my answer to your commu- 
nication of February, in which I stated the reasons 
why my returns were delayed, as well as those of 
the register. All my accounts were made out at 





that period, but I suspended their transmission at 





——_—~ 
the request of the register, on his discovery th, 
> , , at 
from the maps having been neglected, in Many jn, 
stances, to be properly marked by his predecegs, 
he had permitted numerous entries of lands 
had been previousiy sold. , 

As the individuals were known to us, we thoy h 
it betier to correct such erroneous entries at ¢ 
than to make returns of the lands so sold, 
thereby subject such purchasers to delay in the 
receipt of their money, and the department to y,, 
necessary labor. It required longer time than yp 
had any reason to suppose to gain the attention of 
these individuals. And apart from this fact, inde. 
pendent of the ordinary business of a land of 
fice, in consequence of the appreciated value 
the lands granted by the Spanish and other forejgy 
governments, and of which the records are key, 
here, we are daily subjected to great labor, fo, 
which no note is taken, and for which the law a). 
lows no perquisite. Preparatory for the courts 
the attention of the officers of this office is cop. 
stantly called for by litigants in the investigation of 
these old claims, in granting orders of survey, jy 
issuing patent certificates, and in the various ing. 
dents of this department of our duty, which neces 
sarily demands time for patient and deliberate jp. 
vestigation. Having been honored, too, sir, with 
the command of a regiment of the military force o} 
this state, I have been twice called on during this 
season for active and arduous exertion in organi. 
zing and furnishing a portion of the men required 
to march against the savage foe on our border, 
Having accepted of thiscommand when no require. 
ment was made on me for exertion, I did not deem 
myself at liberty to withdraw from it when its dy. 
ties suddenly became of an impcrtant and respon. 
sible character. 

I have received your letter and prepared my ac. 
counts, such as you see them, in the interval of a 
day from the imbodying and marching of a detach. 
ment from this regiment to their rendezvous in the 
Creek nation. Nor did I believe that a little de. 
lay would be of serious import, as a reference to 
the bank returns (which I am assured are trans- 
mitted to your department), would show the 
amounts and periods of my deposites. Whatever 
my own losses or privations may be in the service 
of the Government, Iam fortunate in having the 
disposition to pay up, without any other thought 
than that of the propriety of such a course of con- 
duct, all that may be justly due from me. The 
causes of these delays, however, having been ap- 
parently removed, I beg to assure you that every 
endeavor will be used by both officers to obviate 
every complaint for the future. I transmit here- 
with two certificates of deposite, the originals of 
which I transmitted to you early in April. If at 
hand on the receipt of this, be pleased to forward 
the present enclosure to the commissioner of the 
general land office. I transmit herewith, also, a 
certificate of deposite of $30,000, dated 2d May, 
1836. I am, very respectfully, your ob’t serv’, 

J. H. OWEN. 

Hon. Levi Woodbury, sec. ef the treasury. 


ts, 


which 


nee, 
and 


Treasury department, September 7, 1836. 
Sir: Again it becomes necessary to notice your 
neglect to make your monthly returns for April, 
May, and July last, and to request your immediate 
attention to the subject. I am, &c. 
LEVI WOODBURY, see. of the treasury. 
Receiver of public money, St. Stephen’s, Alabama. 
Treaswry department, December 19, 1836. 
Sir: Again it becomes my unpleasant duty '0 
complain of the neglect to forward your monthly 
returns to this office, and your quarterly accounls 
to the commissioner of the general land office, UP 
to the period of your resignation; and to infolll 
you that, if the same are not forthwith transmit 
ted, it will become my unpleasant duty to caus 
the accounts to be stated, and to direct suits to be 
instituted on your official bonds for the amoutt 
which appears to be due. I am, &c. 
LEVI WOODBURY, see. cf the treasury. 
J. H. Owens, esq., late receiver of public money, 
St. Stephen’s, Alabama. 
[Balance due from Mr. Owens, as late receive, 
thirty thousand six hundred and eleven dollats 
and ninety-seven cents, ($30,611 97.) 


13.—Correspondence with J. W. Stephenson, rece 
at Galena. 

Treasury department, November 30, piaget 
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a i Se , 
ie | not been received. The frequent occasions on 
nat, hich it becomes mecessary to notice the neglect 
ine ¥ receivers in this respect, suggests a resort to 
Ors, He ° e more effectual remedy than mere complaint. 
ch eee as a means of enforcing a strict attention 
' to this duty, I shall report any future omission in 
ght his respect for the action of the executive, unless 
nee, tisfactory reasons are assigned for the neglect. 
rs The returns in arrear are expected to be transmit- 


ted forthwith. I am, &c. 


LEVI WOODBURY, see. of the treasury. 

1 of Receivers of public money, : 
nde. at Galena, Illinois, and Tallahassee, Florida. 
- Of. a 

e of Treasury department, February 4, 1836. 
eign Siz: Your returns for the month of December 


kept have not been received. I regret that there should 

for FP pe any occasion to notice the neglect or accident, 
ale (as the case may be), in this important duty; and 
arts, avail myself of the occasion to inform you that, 
Oh unless your future returns are received at the de- 





N of artment within the month next succeeding that 
ry In for which the return is rendered, it will place me 
inci I under the disagreeable necessity of reporting the 
CEG fact to the executive, in order to comply with the 
> ins general rule in this class of cases. I am, &c. 

with EVI WOODBURY, sec. of the treasury. 

°e of Jas. W. Stephenson, esq., 

this Receiver of public money, Galena. 

rani- bins 

ts Land office, Galena, February 27, 1836. 


.' f= Sir: Iam reminded by yours of the —— ultimo, 
ae which I had the honor to receive by the last mail, 
% of the necessity of punctuality in the transmission 
ES of my monthly returns. 
® Such (since the commencement of cold whether) 
has been my own indisposition, such the amount 
of sales, and such the difficulty of obtaining com- 
petent assistance, that delinquency in this branch 
of my duties has been rendered unavoidable. Re- 
‘spectfully, your obedient servant, 

: JAMES W. STEPHENSON. 
Hon. Levi Woodbury, sec. of the treasury. 
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Treasury department, December 5, 1836. 


rvice P| Sir: It has been my unpleasant duty to com- 
x the F @plain of your neglect to transmit your monthly re- 
ught F ™turns with promptness on several occasions; and 


con- f #1 regret that it again becomes necessary to notice 


The B wyour neglect in this respect, as also of your omis- 
1 ap- F esion to deposite the public moneys at the intervals 
very f prescribed in the instructions of the department.— 
viate B 91 have therefore to require that your returns for 
here- f sSeptember, October,and November last, be imme- 
Is of PF ediately forwarded to this office; and that the public 


If at 
ward 
{ the 
SO, a 
May, 


ery't, 


moneys in your hands be forthwith transmitted to 
“Fthe designated bank of deposite, and placed to the 
}credit of the treasurer. I am, &c. 

: LEVI WOODBURY, sec. of the treasury. 
Receiver of public money, Galena, Illinois. 


N. Land office, Galena, January 5, 1837. 
) Sir: I have just returned from St. Louis, via 
) Vandalia; at which latter point I was some time de- 
36. “tained in attention to private business. Your let- 
your BSter of the Sth ultimo is now before me, and I can 
pri only regret that my delinquency in forwarding re- 
diate turns should have been so frequently the subject 
of merited reproof. The only apology I can offer 
ry. #'s, that the returns were not in a situation for ex- 
a. mination, comparison, &c., at the date of my de- 
6 parture; and further that my trip was unexpected- 
: ‘ to ly prolonged. In future, I shall hope to be more 
, , i punctual. Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
sent JAMES W. STEPHENSON. 
on Hon. Levi Woodbury, secretary of the treasury. 
for : a 
smi Land office, Galena, April 23, 1837. 
ause [ee SiR: On the 29th ult. I left this place to attend a 
10 be meeting of the “‘board of public works” at Van- 


A er 


ount dalia. Previous to my departure an understand- 
=. 8 was had between the officers of the Galena 

ry. branch of the State Bank of Illinois and myself, 
by which it was stipulated on their part, should 
my deposite be made with them, and the act meet 
river, the displeasure of the secretary, they would imme- 
yllars diately place the identical funds to the credit of 
the United States in the agency of the Commercial 

@ >ank of Cincinnati at St. Louis. With guaranty, 

citer Pe 24d the knowledge that the state had recently be- 
= Come a stockholder in the bank, I advised the gen- 

35. fg \emen in my office to make the deposite, and for- 
r the fe Ward the certificate immediately. By misunder- 
have fm Sanding, however, the certificate was not applied 
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for (although the funds were deposited) before my | dred and ninety-four dollars and four cents, ($43,- 


return. The board of directors of this branch con- 
fidently anticipate the deposites; hence their anxie- 
ty to preserve the fund in the country until your 
department shall have expressed its views on this 
subject. As, in my conception, the only objection 
to this course proceeded from the delay consequent 
on awaiting the acknowledgment of the receipt of 
the certificate herewith enclosed, I must presume 
to ask your indulgence should my compliance 
with their request not receive your sanction. Very 
respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES W. STEPHENSON. 
Hon. Levi Woodbury, secretary of the treasury. 


Treasury department, May 11, 1837. 

Sir: I return the certificate of deposite trans- 
mitted with your letter of the 23d ult. This de- 
posite being authorised, it becomes necessary that 
you will promptly deposite all the public moneys 
with which you are chargeable in the agency of 
the Commercial Bank of St. Louis; and that you 
will continue to do so until otherwise directed. 

No return having been received from you since 
that for the month of February, 1 have not the 
means of knowing the amount of public moneys 
in your hands at the time of the deposite in ques- 
tion; but, by your return dated the 28th February, 
I perceive the balance then on hand was $60,284 
46, no part of which appears to have been since 
deposited. Under these circumstances, it becomes 
the more imperative that there should be no delay 
in the transmission of all the moneys in your hands 
to the designated deposite bank. The selection 
of the Illinois Bank as a depository of the public 
moneys is a subject of correspondence, but is 
not yet complete. I am, &c. 

LEVI WOODBURY, sec. of the treasury. 

J. W. Stephenson, esq., 

Receiver of public money, Galena, Illinois. 


Land Office, Galena, May 31, 1837. 
Sir: I last evening had the honor to receive 
your circular of the 12th and letter of the 1lith 
instant, returning my certificate of deposite in the 
Galena branch of the State Bank of Illinois. The 
deposite bank at St. Louis having stopped specie 
payment, as we are advised by the latest intelli- 
gence, it becomes necessary, in compliance with 
your circular of the 12th, that the public moneys 
on hand be withheld until your department is 
again heard from on the subject of their disposi- 
tion. Mine are on special doposite in this bank; 
and I have now to request that I may be instruct- 
ed to pay over the amount to my successor in of- 
fice, who will be advised to receipt for the same. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES W. STEPHENSON. 
Hon. Levi Woodbury, 
Secretary of the treasury, Washington city. 


Treasury department, June 20, 1837. 
Srr: The request made in your letter of the 31st 
ult., to be permitted to pay over to your successor 
in office the public moneys in your hands, is inad- 
missible. It is desired, however, that the same 
should be specially deposited to the credit of the 
treasurer of the United States, in the agency of 
the Commercial Bank at St. Louis, in case that 
agency is still in existence, or, in the event that is 
not, in the Bank of Missouri, as soon as possible; 
and that you transmit a certificate of the funds of 
which such deposite consists to this office.— 
Iam, &c. 
LEVI WOODBURY, sec. of the treasury. 
J. W. Stephenson, esq., 
Receiver of public money, Galena, Illinois. 


Treasury department, November 11, 1837. 
Sir: Your monthly return for the month of Au- 
gust last has not been received; and you are re- 
quested to transmit a duplicate thereof without 
delay. I am, &c. 
LEVI WOODBURY, sec. of the treasury. 
[The above circular was. addressed to the re- 
ceivers at Quincy, Illinois; Fayette, Jackson, and 
Lexington, Mississippi; Green Bay and Monroe, 
Michigan, July and August; Mineral Point, Michi- 
gan; Crawfordsville Indiana, September; Galena, 
Illinois, September; Fayetteville, Arkansas, Sep- 
tember; Tallahassee, Florida, September. ] 
[James W. Stephenson stands indebted, as late 
receiver, the sum of forty-three thousand two hun- 
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14.—Correspondence with S. W. Dickson, receiver at 
Mount Salus. 
Treasury department, February 7, 1834. 
Str: It has been represented to this department 
that some of the receivers of public money in Mis- 
sissippi have been engaged in trading on the bank 
notes they receive in payment of public lands, by 
exchanging them for bank notes of inferior value. 
I hope that there may be some mistake in this busi- 
ness, as it is my duty to state to you that such 
conduct would be regarded by this department as 
a gross violation of official duty, and be treated 
accordingly. But, as such a statement has been 
made from the most respectable authority, I must 
ask whether you have engaged in any such use of 
the public money received by you, and request a 
prompt answer to this inquiry. I am, &c. 
R. B. TANEY, secretary of the treasury. 
To the receivers of public money at Augusta, Mount 
Salus, Washington, Chocchwma, and Columbus. 
Land office, Mount Salus, March 7, 1834. 
Sir: I hasten to acknowledge the receipt of your 
communication of the 7th ult., the contents of 
which, I must confess, haveastonished me. Should 
the representation made you, of trading in bank 
bills, or any speculation in money whatever, be 
charged against me, I unhesitatingly pronounce the 
Same a gross perversion of truth, and stand pre- 
pared to disprove the charge as far as any ne- 
gative is susceptible of proof; and take this oppor- 
tunity, if such a charge rests against me, from any 
seurce whatever, of suggesting my right to the 
name of its author, that I may have it in my pow- 
er as well to expose the caluminator as the ca- 
lumy. If I know myself, I entered on the duties 
of my office with the expectation of the lawful 
profits alone of the office, and not of turning the 
office into a shaving shop. Ihave, in many in- 
stances, exchanged money for accommodation 
sake alone, but never for money in anywise under 
par, which never could affect the interest of the 
government; and having no reward for the same, 
you may be well assured I could have no induce- 
ment to disparage the value on interest of the go- 
vernment in such exchange; and have often ex- 
changed Tennessee and Alabama money for our 
own bank bills, where persons were wishing to 
travel in the direction of those states, and the 
aforementioned bills would answer their purposes 
better there, though not so ewrrent here: all of which 
exchanges (some of them in United States paper, 
and some in state bank-paper) have been done by 
me without one cent profit, and, as I before said, 
without one cent loss to the government, and every 
individual who has been accommodated, or who 
has been acquainted with any such exchanges, 
will corroborate the above statement. If such ex- 
change is a fault, I have erred unintentionally, 
and without the ieast benefit to myself: if it is not 
a fault, (and I cannot conceive it one), then I am 
wholly blameless. I am, very respectfully, your 
obedient servant, S. W. DICKSON, receiver. 
Hon. secretary of the treasury. 


Land office, Mount Salus, ( Miss.) March 7, 1834. 

I hereby certify that the above statement of S. 
W. Dickson is true, so far asthe facts have come to 
my knowledge; and I further certify that I have 
known him, several times, to refuse to take a re- 
ward for the exchange of money. 

T. DUMRALL, register. 
Treasury department, March 25, 1834. 

Sir: The department having received no month- 
ly returns exhibiting the transactions of the land 
office of which you are receiver, since your ap- 
pointment, I have thought it proper to call your 
immediate attention to this duty,and to say to you 
that, as a means of enforcing a strict compliance 
with the regulations of the department in this re- 
spect, I shall not hesitate to report the case for the 
action of the executive, should the omission be 
continued. I am, &c. 

R. B. TANEY, sec. of the treasury. 

S. W. Dickson, esq., 

receiver of public money, Mount Salus, Miss. 


Land office, Mount Salus, April 28, 1834. 
Sir: T hasten to answer your polite communi- 
cation of 25th ultimo; and to express my great 





surprise at the circumstance of your not having 
received our last November return, forwarded to 
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the commissioner of the general land office 31st 
January last, as soon as it could be prepared; and 
on 5th April, the December return was sent off; 
and immediately thereafter, I forwarded the Jan- 
uary returns; and on the 31st January, I senta 
certificate of deposite to the treasurer, to the amount 
of three hundred and fifty-nine thousand eight hun- 
dred and eight dollars aad five cents, of which I 
informed the commissioner of the general land of- 
fice. I sent those certificates in advance of my 
accounts, to show the immense press of business 
here, and that they might form an apology for the 
protracted delay of my accounts; and I would now 
further remark, that, for several of the first weeks, 
we had such a concourse attendant on the office, 
we could not more than attend to the immediate 
sales of land, with several clerks to assist; and 
we had to wait until January before we could 
write up the books, and make out the returns in 
the office, even of the first month. We forwarded 
eur returns in tin cases, on account of the bad 
roads and weather; and I am unable to account 
for the delay of them on the road. You will please 
find enclosed copies of the letters I sent, accom- 
panying the returns and certificates before referred 
to; which I hope will satisfy you of my due atten- 
tion to the business of which you complain. The 
extreme ill health of my family for the last month, 
and even now but little abated, has prevented me 
from forwarding my quarterly returns earlier; but, 
I assure you, the current business of the office is 
well attended to, and the remaining returns are 
now maturing for transmission. Respectfully, 
your obedient servant, 
S. W. DICKSON, receiver. 
Hon. R. B. Taney, secretary of the treasury. 


Land office, Mount Salus, (Miss.) May 20, 1834. 

Srr: I have the honor to inform you I have 
completed and forwarded you my monthly returns 
for the quarter ending the last year, as well as an 
account current for the same quarter; and that I 
also forward to the commissioner of general land 
office my quarterly return. I herewith also enclose 
to you two certificates of deposite to the credit of 
the treasurer of the United States: the first, bear- 
ing date 27th February, 1834, for ninety-four 
thousand two hundred and forty-nine dollars and 
eighty-three cents; the second, dated 9th May, 
1834, for thirty-one thousand seven hundred and 
twenty-five dollars and forty-one cents; amount- 
ing, in all, to one hundred and twenty-five thou- 
sand nine hundred and seventy dollars and twen- 
ty-four cents; which sum, added to the certificate 
which I heretofore forwarded the treasurer, (say 
three hundred and filty-nine thousand eight hun- 
dred and eight dollars and five cents), amount in all, 
to four hundred and eighty-five thousand five hun- 
dred and thirty-three dollars and twenty-nine cents, 
posited by me since in office. I beg leave to sug- 
gest to your consideration, as an apology for my 
seeming delinquency in the delay of my returns, 
that innumerable mistake arose in the land entries 
of the first quarter, which were brought to my of- 
fice daily for correction. In attempting to rectify 
such errors, I have produced a discrepancy in my 
return of sales and my quarterly and monthly re- 
turns. In many instances, those land purchasers 
would apply for, and obtain, a return of their mo- 
ney for lands previously sold and not marked on 
the maps, after my abstract for those sales would 
be written up; in some such cases the correction 
was made on the register, and in the bustle of 
business, neglected on the abstracts; which, I think, 
must have produced the errors. These errors re- 
quired a search into each individual entry, over the 
immense sales of the two first months, in every 
book in the office, making a tenfold Jabor to the 
ordinary examinations and preparations. I now 
make my quarterly returns agree with my register, 
which induces the belief that the mistake has arisen 
as before mentioned. I would now suggest, that all 
the improper entries, producing such endless trou- 
ble, were not under my control, and could not ori- 
ginate with me, and many of them not in the re- 
gister’s power to avoid, the maps being, 1n many 
instances, improperly marked. And another cir- 
cumstance well calculated to produce embarrass- 
ment, the office was, in all the last quarter of the 
last year, not only full, but more than full, with 
eager purchasers. ‘The spirit of speculation pro- 
duced great fears with all the settlers, lest specula- 
tors would purchase around them, and crowd their 
settlements; and such was the mania, that many 
applied for, and some actually purchased, lands 
they had long since paid for; and such uneasiness 





prevailed that the register informed me, and I be- 
lieve the fact to be, that many made two, and 
some three, applications for the same land. Hun- 
dreds waited for weeks at the office, which pro- 
duced a confusion unavoidable by the officers. I 
am thus particular to show the endless trouble I 
have had to encounter, in correcting mistakes over 
which I had no control; and I was informed that 
the practice had been, in the office, to correct mis- 
takes before the entries were sent up. I was not 
aware, until recently, that my register of receipts 
each month should be accompanied by a monthly 
return to your department, not having seen in- 
structions. I am now maturing, and will in a few 
days complete, my monthly returns for your de- 
partment, and forward them, of the first quarter of 
this year. Ido expect, as soon as I can get the 
business up, to be able to keep my returns up with 
the business. I have had an extremely sick fami- 
ly for the last eight weeks; but have used every 
exertion my situation, as such, would afford in 
the discharge of my official duties. Ihave charged 
the sales with the amount sent heretofore in the 
register of receipts: and charged in the succeeding 
month the error to balance the account; of which 
I will inform the commissioner of the general land 
office. Iam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, S. W. DICKSON, receiver. 
Hon. R. B. Taney, sec. of the treasury. 


Treasury Department, May 19, 1834. 

Sir: Lest the letter of which the enclosed is a 
duplicate may have miscarried, I have thought it 
proper to transmit a copy, and again to call your 
attention to its requirements. I am, &c. 

R. B. TANEY, sec. of the treasury. 

Receivers of public money, 

Augusta, Mownt Salus, Columbus, Chocchuma. 
Treasury Department, May 21, 1834. 

Sir: I regret to perceive, from your letter of the 
28th ultimo, that the regulations of the department 
in regard to the transmission of monthly returns 
and certificates of deposite, have either been over- 
looked or not understood. Monthly returns, as 
the enclosed instructions will inform you, are to 
be made in duplicate; one to be forwarded to the 
secretary of the treasury, and the other to the gen- 
eral land office. 

Certificates of deposite are to be addressed to 
this office. These, and the prompt and punctual 
deposite of the public money, are to be regarded as 
paramount duties, the strict performance of which 
will be insisted on. I am, &c. 

R. B. TANEY, sec. of the treasury. 

S. W. Dickson, esq. | 

Receiver of public money, Mount Salus, Miss. 
Treasury Department, November 1, 1834. 

Sir: Observing that the sum of money deposited 
by you on the 30th of September last, is short, by 
a large amount, of the sum in your hands at that 
date, it is proper that I should call your attention 
to that clause of the circular of the Ist of May, 
1831, which requires that each deposite shall in- 
clude all the moneys in your possession, and inform 
you that the department will hold you to a strict 
compliance with the regulations in this respect. 

I am, &c. LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 

S. W. Dickson, esq. 

Receiver of public money, Mount Salus, Wiss. 


Treasury Department, January 30, 1835. 
Sir: Again it becomes my duty to notice your 
neglect to render your returns for the months of 
October, November, and December last. I feel 
the more surprised at the omission, since, by let- 
ters from the department, dated 25th of March and 
21st of May last, you were given to understand 
the course which your neglect would oblige the 
department to adopt. It only remains to say, that 
if your returns are not promptly and punctuailly 
rendered, and the public moneys deposited as the 
instructions of the department require, I shall be 
under the painful necessity to recommend to the 
president that you be removed from office. 
I am, &c. LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the treasury. 
S. W. Dickson, esq., 
Receiver of public money, Mount Salus. 


Treasury Department, February 4, 1836. 
Sir: Your returns for the months of November 
and December have not been received. I regret 
that there should be any occasion to notice the ne- 





———— _———— 
glect or accident (as the case may be) in this ig for the 0 
portant duty; and avail myself of the occagioy t | that greg 


inform you that, unless your future returns ate nm. ee perform: 
ceived at the department within the month hey L 


succeeding that for which the retuin is rendereg ;, [Ee Receivers 

will place me under the disagreeable necessity . and A 

reporting the fact to the executive, in order to he Missis: 
ply with the general rule in this class of cases — 

Iam, &c. LEVI WOODBURY [s. W 

Secretary of the treasury jis indebt 

To receiver at Mount Salus. to the Cl 
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Sir: I herewith send you my monthly Account 

current for November last; the vouchers are for. 15.—Cor 


warded to the commissioner of the genera| land 
office. I very much regret this great delay in y, 
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Sir: It 


otherwise. I have labored under severe indispog, 
tion for several weeks, and a part of the time | [Pya practic 
have been confined to my bed. I was first attac,. Fy permittin 
ed with erysipelas of the ankle, and during the pub. hase, W! 
lic sales was compelled to expose myself so much at the tin 
as to endanger the loss of my limb, if not my lif. nauthor 
since which time my health has occasionally al. deemed 1 
ternated, but I have never attended to busines F mt has be 
two days at a time without relapsing. ease; ar 
Another serious inconvenience to the discharge he kno 
of my duties: my old clerk, in the midst of the F gprompt a 
press, was compelled to leave me; and I can af § ! cann 
sure you it was as much as I could effect to keep F he neces 
up the current business, and properly attend tothe | jcomplian 
moneyed concerns of the office. My returns wil] F 4! to tl 
be brought up as soon as my health will alloy, — #24 tran: 
The vicissitudes of my health have been so sever § #24 to s 
I shall, by this mail,send in my resignation to take B @uues mu 
place at the end of this quarter. a? your © 
I would beg leave to mention that, though my Ll 
vouchers of deposite in Natchez bank are late in B 7? "ecetv“ 
their date, yet the money was deposited in the B ““ontgo 
branch bank at Jackson in due time, and my in F New ( 
disposition prevented me from attending to the —) SP’, 
forwarding the certificates to Natchez; in fact, my > U4, : 
bodily infirmity has prevented me from regula — ~ , 
attention to the duties of my office. : 
‘ Most respectfully, your obedient servant, : Sir: I 
S. W. DICKSON, receiver. PF @ransactic 
Hon. Levi Woodbury, sec. of the treaswry. . Salas s 
Land office, Mount Salus, (Mi.) March 15,1836. | yoy t 
Sir: I herewith enclose you my monthly account FF’ eae a 
current for the month of December last, a dupl- > rn ~_ 
cate of which, with the vouchers, is sent to the F- Nica - 


commissioner of the general land office. 

I beg leave to refer to my quarterly account 
current, sent to the general land office, showing the 
true balance on hand at the end of the third quar 
ter, to show the error of $600 excess, which 1s 
charged to be on hand in the October monthly ac- 
count; the error has also run through the monthly 
account current of November last, but the quar 
terly account current of each year corrects the 
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mistake. I have also explained this error to the F LE 

commissioner of the land office. DE Recess 
You will please make allowance for my vely F renee 

bad health for some months past, as a reason fo! F Recein 
my delay in my accounts. I have barely beet Sin: Ex 
able to keep up the current business of the office, artin . 
and leave my accounts behind their usual time of hen T ‘ 
settlement. I can assure you the deposites are all nd de " 
regularly made, and the fiscal concerns of the 0 BY ie 
fice wholesomely conducted. You must bear will Saeeg = 
my delay in the accounts. If I had anticipatel Be al J 
such continued ill health, I would have resigned ills eek 
before this time. I hope, however, to bring UP ashier of 
my accounts, as my health, within a few days, has & f the Uni 
greatly improved; and I shall spare no pains, * Fo, \) . 
my health will permit, to settle all my accounts ® Fy 1, An 
soon as possible after my resignation takes place: F@,, tas pe 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, Muy of rei 

S. W. DICKSON, receiver. old and 
Hon. Levi Woodbury, sec. of the treasury. nent woy 
wnat e , 
Treasury Department, September 7, 1836: othine oa 
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Receiver of public money, Mount Salus, Miss. Pusas, wh 
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nth of March last, and of reminding you 
petri strictness must be observed in the 
performance of this duty. Iam, &c. 
Pe LEVI WOODBURY, sec. of the treasury. 
Receivers of public money, Kaskaskia, Illinois, March 
and April; Columbus, Mississippi; Mount Salus, 


g, W. Dickson, late receiver at Mount Salus, 
;, indebted to the United States $11,231 90, and 
ito the Choctaw school fund $898 53; making in 
all twelve thousand one hundred and thirty dollars 
and forty-three cents, [$12,130 43).] 


15.—Correspondence with J. L. Daniel, receiver 
at Opelousas. 
CIRCULAR. 
Treasury Department, February 28, 1835. 

Sir: It has been intimated to the department that 
a practice prevails at some of the land offices of 
ermitting entries and issuing certificates of pur- 
hase, Without the payment of the purchase-money 
at the time of the entry. Such a practice being 
nauthorised and highly reprehensible, I have 
deemed it proper to make known to you, that, if 
jt has been tolerated by you, it must immediately 
ease; and any repetition of it hereafter, coming to 
he knowledge of the department, will receive 


I cannot omit the occasion to impress upon you 


ompliance with, the duties required of you in re- 


“duties must be regarded as paramount to all other 
Jin your official station. I am, &c. 
LEVI WOODBURY, sec. of the treasury. 


Montgomery, St. Stephen’s, Augusta, Chocchuma, 
New Orleans, Ouachita, Demopolis, Mardisville, 
Sparta, Tuscaloosa, Columbus, Washington, Ope- 
lousas, and St. Helena. 

Treasury Department, January 29, 1836. 
Sir: Finding that no monthly returns of the 


I enclose a blank, 


ed, and request that you will transmit one for each 
pf the months in arrear, and also for each future 
month, to this office; and, at the same time, a du- 
blicate to the commissioner of the general land 
Dffice. 
Punctuality in the discharge of this duty, and in 
he transmission of the public moneys to the bank of 
leposite will be insisted on; and I would therefore 
ommend you to a strict regard to the instructions 
f the department in these respects. The abstract 
or the month of December, addressed to this office, 
recived; but as it is not in the form required, it 
as been referred to the land office. Iam, &c. 
LEVI WOODBURY, sec. of the treasury. 
Receiver of public money, Opelousas, Louisiana. 
Receiver’s office at Opelousas, La., Sept. 5, 1836. 
Sir: Enclosed you have the affidavit of André 
arlin, esq., who was present on the 2d instant 
hen I offered to deposite, in the office of discount 
nd deposite of the Union Bank of Louisiana at 
ermilionville, the sum of $17,200, all in bills of 
pecie-paying banks in New Orleans, except $25 
h gold and silver; and a great quantity of said 
ills were the bills of the Union bank itself. The 
ashier of the said office of discount and deposite 
Pf the Union Bank of Louisiana gave no other rea- 
7" why he would not accept the deposite offered 
mY me, but that he was aware that congress, at 
me last session, had passed a law making it the 
''y of receivers of public moneys to receive only 
old and Silver; and moreover, that the govern- 
ent would only receive gold and silver from 
© deposite bank; and that he would receive 
othing else in deposite on account of the go- 
‘ment of the United States but gold and sil- 
fr. I asked him (the cashier) if he had been 
» {ustructed by the mother bank, and he said no. 
ave brought the money, to wit, $17,200, all 
ack to Opelousas, and have deposited the same 
| dey Office of discount and deposite of the Mecha- 
: ating: Traders’ Bank of New Orleans at Ope- 
Bhat 7 where it will remain until you instruct me 
ii am todo with it. I have always discover- 
n the cashier of the branch of the Union Bank 





deposites from this office, and several times he has 
told me that he would not receive the bills of any 
of the deposite banks in the state of Mississippi, 
which I always thought it my duty to receive. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN L. DANIEL, receiver. 
Hon. Levi Woodbury, sec. of the treasury. 
State of Louisiana, Parish of Lafayette. 
Vermilionville, September 2, 1836. 
Personally appeared before me, the undersigned, 
parish judge, within and for said parish, Andre 
Martin, esq., of said parish, who declared, on oath 
first had and taken, that he was present on this 
day, the second day of September afcresaid, at the 
office of discount and deposite of the Union Bank 
of Louisiana, established in Vermilionville, in the 
parish of Lafayette aforesaid, when John L. Dan- 
iel, esq., receiver of public moneys at Opelousas, 
in this state, offered to deposite in said branch of 
the Union Bank of Louisiana, established at Ver- 
milionville aforesaid, the sum of seventeen thou- 
sand two hundred dollars, public moneys belong- 
ing to the United States, all in bank bills payable 
in this state, except twenty-five dollars in gold and 
silver, and which sum of seventeen thousand two 
hundred dollars the cashier (Casimer Derbigny) 
of said branch of the Union Bank of Lousiana at 
Vermilionville refused to receive on deposite for 
the government of the United States. 
ANDRE MARTIN. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me, the under- 
signed, parish judge in and for the parish of La- 
fayette aforesaid, on the day and year first above 
written. THOM. B. BRESHEAR, 
Parish judge. 
Treasury Department, October 3, 1836. 
Sir: I enclose a copy of a letter from M. Gor- 
don, esq., in reference to your complaint against 
Mr. Derbigny; and have to request further expla- 
nations in this matter. Iam, &c. 
LEVI WOODBURY, sec. of the treasury. 
Receiver of public money, Opelousas, Louisiana. 


Receiver’s office, Opelousas, (La.) Nov. 6, 1836. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of the 3d of last month, enclosing a 
copy of a letter from Martin Gordon, jr., cashier 
of the Union Rank of Louisiana. I can only) 
state, in answer, that when I arrived at the branch 
of the Union Bank at Vermilionville, to deposite 
the sum of $17,200, I recited to Mr. Derbigny that | 
part of your circular which referred to the manner | 
the deposites should be made after the 15th of 
August last, and further remarked to Mr. Der- 
bigny that the certificates could be made out 
as usual, only stating below how much of the 
amount was in gold and silver, and how much of 
the amount was in current bank notes. Mr. Der- 
bigny replied that he cared nothing about the form 
of the certificate, as he would not receive any 
thing on deposite from the United States but gold 
and silver; he further stated thus, that, if I was 
a mind to leave the money in deposite on my own 
account, he would take a list of the bills, and I 
could leave it. All the above can be proved by 
Mr. Martin, and, perhaps by Mr. Voorhees. 
Since the time I offered to deposite as aforesaid, 
the directory of the bank at Vermilionville, as 
well as some of the directors of the mother bank, 
have been so well convinced of the misconduct of 
Mr. Derbigny, in regard to the aforesaid deposite, 
and in regard to others of his duties, that they have 
told him it would be better for him to resign, as 
he would certainly be turned out of the office he 
then held if he did not resign; and he, knowing 
that he could not much longer hold the same, re- 
signed the office; which is now filled by a very 
worthy gentleman. I could forward you the cer- 
tificate of Mr. Martin, confirming what I have 
above stated, and I could have a part of the same 
statements confirmed by Mr. Voorhees; and will 
do so if you require it. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN L. DANIEL. receiver. 
Hon. Levi Woodbury, sec. of the treasury, 
Washington, D. C. 

[John L. Daniel is indebted to the government 

$7,280 63.] 


16.—Correspondence with S. W. Beall, receiver at 
Green Bay. 

Treasury Department, October 8, 1835. 

Sir: Lest you may not have received copies of 





ermilionville a disposition not to receive the 


be observed in relation to the receipt and deposite 
of the public moneys, they are herewith transmitted. 
Until otherwise directed, your deposites will be 
made alternately in the Bank of Michigan, and in 
the Farmers’ and Mechanics’ Bank at Detroit. 
Commending to your attention a strict regard to 
the duties enjoined, in respect to the periodical de- 
posite of the public moneys, and to the transmis- 
sion of your quarterly accounts and monthly re- 
turns. I am, &c. 
LEVI WOODBURY, sec. of the treasury. 

S. W. Beall, esq., 

Receiver of public money, Green Bay, M. T. 


Green Bay, November 15, 1835. 
Sir: Ihave the honor to acknowledge the re- 
ceipt of your letter of October 8th, together with 
two circulars, viz: May Ist, 1831, and January 
15th, 1834. I have up to this date deposited in 
the Farmers’ and Mechanics’ Bank at Detroit, but, 
as instructed, I shall hereafter deposite alternately 
in that bank and in the Bank of Michigan. 
I have the honor to be, with great respect, your 
obedient servant, S. W. BEALL. 
Hon. Levi Woodbury, sec. of the treasury. 


Treasury Department, April 26, 1836. 
Sir: After having informed you, in my letter of 
the 4th of February last, that your continued ne- 
glect to transmit your monthly returns, within the 
month next succeeding that for which they are 
rendered, would subject me to the painful necessi- 
ty of reporting the omission to the president, it is 
with regret that I am again compelled to take no- 
tice of a similar neglect. No returns for the 
months of January, February, and March last, 
have been received from you. Under these circum- 
stances, I must require thatthey be rendered forth- 
with, andinform you that, if they are not received 
by return of the mail, I shall report your neglect 
to the executive, with a recommendation that you 
be dismissed from office. I am, &c. 
LEVI WOODBURY, sec. of the treasury. 
Receiver of public money, Green Bay, M. T. 


Green Bay, May 17, 1836. 

Sir: [ have the honor to acknowledge the re- 
ceipt of your letter of April 26th, which arrived 
in the boat which brought me from Detroit. 

I am confident that my letter of March 2d, in 
reply to yours of February 4th, had not been re- 
ceived on the 26th at the department. And in 
the fear that that, as well as my returns for January, 
and February, and March, have been lost, I shall 
prepare and send duplicates by the next mail. 

I beg leave to state, that during the past winter 
it was utterly out of my power to deposite the pub- 
lic money periodically, and at the same time to 
transmit regularly my returns to the department, 
signed by myself. During the summer season, no 
difficulty or omission will occur, and it is proba- 
ble that the improvements and settlement of the 
country will have so far advanced by the next 
winter, that no interruption will happen in the 
regular discharge of my duties. I have made 
three trips to Detroit during the past winter, the 
difficulties of which you of course are unaware. 
And I have written to the honorable Lucius Lyon, 
of the senate, to call at the department, and make 
an explanation, which I am sure will be satisfac- 
tory. Itgives me the greatest pain and uneasi- 
ness to find that,in your opinion, I have neglected 
to perform any part of my duties; and I am im- 
pelled to greater exertion to remove that impres- 
sion by punctuality in future. I have the honor 
to be, very respectfully, your obedient serv’t, 

S. W. BEALL. 

Hon. Levi Woodbury, sec. of the treasury. 


P.S. My returns for April are forwarded by 
this mail. 


Treasury Department, November 11, 1837. 
Sir: Your monthly return for the month of 
August last has not been received; and you are 
requested to transmit a duplicate thereof without 
delay. Iam, &c. 
LEVI WOODBURY, see. of the treasury. 


[The above circular was addressed to the recei- 
vers at Quincy, Ill.; Fayette, Jackson, and Lex- 
ington, Miss.; Green Bay and Monroe, Michigan, 
July and August; Mineral Point, Michigan; Craw- 
fordsville, Indiana, September; Galena, Lll., Septem- 
ber; Fayetteville, Arkansas, September; Tallahassee, 
Florida, September.] 





the enclosed circulars, showing the requisitions to 


{TO BE CONTINUED. ] 
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_ . . . 2 4 gata 
_ GHRONICLE. | Western steamboats. The Louisville Price Current ; date for the legislature or congress, would receiv. th 
Betting on elections. ‘The following is the law against | of the 29th ult. states that the whole number of steam- | general disapprobation of the conference. Mr. Fo... 
betting on elections, enacted at the last session of the ree 


general assembly of Maryland. 

Sec. 1. Be tt enacted by the general assembly of Mary- 
land, That from and after the passage of this act, it 
shall not be lawful for any person or persons to make 
any bet or wager on any election or elections to take 
place in this state,and any person or persons offending 
against this act, shall be Fable to indictment inthe 
county courts of this state, if the offence be committed 
in any county, and in Baltimore city court, if the of- 
fence be committed in Baltimere city, and on convic- 
tion thereof, shall be fined a sum_ not less than fift 
dollars, nor more than five hundred dollars, to be col- 
lected as other fines. 

Sec. 2. And be it enacted, That all fines collected 
under this act, shall be paid to the treasurer of the 
western shore, for the benefit of the school fund of the 
state. 

Sec. 3. And be it enacted, That every deposite of 
money hereatter, in Rare of the state as a wager or 
bet upon elections in this state or elsewhere, shall be 
forfeited and paid over to the levy courts or county 
commissioners of the county, for the use of primary 
schools in said county. 


The five per cent. loan of the state of Pennsylvania 
of $1,200,000, has been taken by some of the Philadel- 
phia banks and large capitalists of that city, at 100 1-8. 


From the quarterly report of the fire commissioners 
of the city ot New York, it appears that the number 
of fires in that city during the three months ending on 
the 30th ult. was 64. ‘The property destroyed is valued 
at $69,186, of which $34,434 were covered by insu- 
rance. Nineteen of the fires were occasioned by in- 
cendiaries, and seventeen by defects in the construc- 
tion of chimneys, &c. 


Erie canal tolls. The Albany Journal states that 
the Evie canal is yielding a “golden fleece.”’ The fol- 
lowing statement shows the amount of tolls received 
at the collector’s offices in Albany, Schenectady, Little 
lalls and Rome, for the first ten days after the opening 
of the navigation in 1838 and 1839, with the excess of 
the latter over the former—amounting to about fifty per 





cent: 
1838. 1839. Excess. 
Albany, 19,893 44 32,464 61 —-:12,571 17 
Schenectady, 2,278 54 5,561 05 1,582 51 
Little Falls, 600 96 1,347 17 746 23 
Rome, 1,794 42 2,909 93 1,115 51 
24,567 36 40,582 78 16,015 42 


The Chillicothe Gazette announces the death on the 


23th ult. of gen. Duncan McArthur, in the 68ih year of 


his age. He was one of the earliest settlers and most 
distingnished citizens of Ohio. 


Two locomotive engines manufactured by Mr. Wil- 
liam Norris, of Philadelphia, have been shipped at that 
port for eng They are a part of those ordered 
some time since by the Austrian government. 


The St. Louis Republican, in an article setting forth 
the advantages and resources of that city, strongly 
urges the prupriety of building steamboats and engines 
there, where, it is asserted, they can be constructed 
as well asin any other city. ‘The number of steam- 
boats built or building for that town is seventeen, and 
the amount of capital invesied in them this spring is 
$450,700, 


Mr. Charles Griswold, late teller in the Commercial 
bank of Manchester, Miss. has absconded with a de- 
ficit in his cash account ef $11,000. The bank offers a 
reward of $500 for his apprehension. 


Mr. Benjamia E. Roody, of Iilinois, lost $5,000 in 
specie, by the burning of the steamboat Glasgow. His 
praise- worthy exertions to save the lives of his fellow 
passengers, rendered him unmindful of his own pro- 
perty. 


Direct importations. Most of our readers will proba- 
biy be astonished to learn that a quantity of eggs from 
}'rance, “imported direct,” were or ot in this 
market, at a rate below what the “domestic” article 
commands, and affording a handsome profit to the 
importer. {Charleston Courter. 


Circuit court. The cause of the United States vs. 
W. Steuben Smith, has occupied the attention of the 
court and jury during the last three days. The de- 
fendant was a clerk in the general land office, and 
was sued by the United States to recover a claim of 
$10,333, aledged to be due to the government by the 
defendant on settlement of his accounts. ‘The defen- 
dant claimed of the goverument a sum of money ex- 
ceeding the amount sued for by the Uuited States, as 
commissions for moneys disbursed by him to various 
persons for account of the government. ‘This cause 
was very ably conducted by F. S. Key, esq. for the 
plaintiff, and R. S. Coxe and W. L Brent, esqs. for 
the defendant. A great number of witnesses, chiefly 
clerks in the service of the government, gave testimony 
for the plaintiff. The case went to the jury without 
argument from the council, about four o'clock on 
Saturday afternoon; and, after retiring about two hours, 
the jury returned a verdict tor the plaintiff for the sum 
of $7,748 85, [Natonal Intelligencer. 


At the charter election in Albany, New York, the 
Whigs carried three out of four wards of the city. 





boats enrolled on the western waters up to that date, 
was 378. Of these, 139 were built at Pittsburg; 83 at 
Cincinnati, and 22 at Wheeling. 


Liberality. The people of St. Louis have generously 
contributed $1,500 tor the relief of the sufferers on 
board the steamboat Wm. Glasgow, recently burnt in 
the Mississippi. 

The arsenal for the south. The secretary of war has 
determined to complete the grand arsenal of construc- 
tion for the south at Fayetteville, North Carolina, on 
the plan originally designed; capt. J. A. J. Bradford has 
the direction of it. [Southern Patriot. 


Pennsylvania improvements. The Harrisburg Repor- 
ter of the 26th ult. states that the tolls collected on 
the Pennsylvania canals and railways for the four 
weeks ending the 17th ult. amounted to $144,667 17, 
being an increase of $35,562 83 over the corresponding 
period of last spring. 


Gov. Grason, of Maryland, has commuted the sen- 
tences which had been passed on the parties, convict- 
ed of the assault and battery with intent to kill, made 
on Messrs. Green, Stewart and Wills. 


Commerce. Sir James Marrivtt, in one of his ad- 
miralty cases says: “the spirit of commerce in all coun- 
tries rising beyond a certain degree, absorbs all public 
duties and almost every moral and national obliga- 
tion.” 


Two young men who had enlisted in the United 
States army were recently discharged at New York 
by jugde Betts, on the ground that they were under 
twenty-one, and had enlisted without the consent of 
their parents or guardians. 


The lake trade. The Cleveland Intelligencer of the 
23d April, notices the clearance from that port for Buf- 
falo, within the preceding 24 hours, of four vessels 
ane with 14,333 bushels of wheat and 520 barrels of 

our. 


Steamboat collision. The Natchez Free Trader of 
the 22d Aprilsays—“The steamer George Collier was 
run into on the night of the 18th inst. by steamer Em- 
peror, 25 miles below Memphis. ‘The Collier was ma- 
terially injured, having all the larboard deck, a part 
of the wheel house, and nearly all the cabin prome- 
nade carried away. 


On the 26th ult. Sutherland and seven other prison- 
ers arrived at Montreal from Quebec. It is not known 
how they will be disposed of, but they themselves anti- 
cipate being set at liberty. ‘They were removed to pri- 
son from the boat in which they arrived at Montreal. 


_ Benjamin Swan died lately at Woodstock, Vermont, 
in the 76th year of his age. He held the office of county 
clerk for 43 years without intermission, and was elected 
State treasurer for 32 successive years. 


Charles P. Clinch has been appointed deputy collec- 
tor of the port of New York. 


The Bangor Whig states that the boom across the 
Aroostook, was only slighty damaged by the freshet. 


Her Britannic majesty’s sloop of war Ringdove, cap- 
tain Stewart, 7 days from Bermuda, anchored in 
Hampton roads on Wednesday, with despatches for 
the British minister at Washington. Captain Stewart 
came up in the steam packet Jewess, and proceeded to 
Washington yesterday morning. 


It is supposed the census of 1840 will show a popu- 
lation in the United States, of between 17,000,000 and 
13,000,000, In 1830, it was 12,866 020. 


The last of the swans. The Louisville News Letter 
says, that a swan measuring nine feet between the tips 
of its wings, was recently shot on the Lilinois shore of 
the ee i opposite St. Louis, and is now in the 
museum Of that city.  ‘“I'his,” says the editor of the 
News Letter, “is the first bird of the species, which 
has been taken on the western waters for years.” The 
vearly French expiorers make frequent mention of the 
swan in the accounts they have left behind them of 
their discoveries in the western valley. The Missis- 
sippi, the Illinois andthe Ohio, were once frequented 
by large flucks of this beautiful waterfowl 


The Chinese army. The Canton Register intimates 
that although the Chinese army nominaily amouuts to 
to 1,700,000 men, yet, for the most part, it exists only 
onpaper. Itsays, “if any body might inquire about 
the actual number of China’s warriors, we should re- 
quest him to divide the above by 100, and the quotient 
will not be far from the truth. With the exception, 
however, of the guardians of the frontiers, the whole 
mighty host consists of men of peace, who are always 


in garrison and act the part of the thief catchers and 
fill similar honorable offices.” 


Methodist conference in New Jersey. This body clo- 
sed its session day before yesterday, having been to- 

ether since Wednesday of last week. The subject of 
Manning Force’s running for congress last year, was 
brought up. ‘The rev. gentleman frankly declared, 
with expressions of his sincere regret, that he should 
not have accepted the nomination, had he been aware, 
atthe time, thata rule existed discountenancing such 
conduct. 

A resolution passed the last morning, declaring that 
any clergymen who should hereafter become a candi- 





voted for this resolution. We take pleasure in say;,, 
that Mr. F’s deportment throughout these Proceedin 3 
was worthy of a Christian. aa 
The rev. Charles Pitman is stationed in this City fy 
the next year. ; 
The next annual conference for this state wi] be 


held at Burlington, and commence on the 15th of 
April, 1840. [T'renton State Gazette, of May 3. 


_ An interesting trial. A trial of deep interest is yoy, 
in progress in New York. It is an action instityie, 
by the United States against Samuel L. Governeur, ;, 
recover $100,560 29, mate had and received, pa. 
lance alleged to be due the United States—the alleceg 
indebtedness having been incurred while the defenda;, 
was officiating as post master of the city of New Yo; 
B. F’. Butler and James H. Hamilton, esqrs. appeary 
on the part of the government, and for the detendan; 
hon. Samuel L. Southard, hon. C. J. Ingersol, J, p’ 
Halland Jesse Oakley, esqrs. appeared. (Phil. Eny. 


The Alexandria Gazette, states that Lieut. Edwiy 
W. Moore, of the United States navy, has been offer. 
ed by the government of 'Texas, the chief command of 
the Texan navy. Wedo not know (continues the (Ja. 
zette) that he has accepted or will accept of the offer 
but we do know that he would make there, as_he dog 
here, a most valuable and efficient officer. The coy. 
pliment which has been paid to him is deserved. 


The following dividends have been declared by the 
banks of Philadelphia for the last six months: 
5 4 SPSS a as oS per cent. 


le 
Schuylkill, ‘ao ; Sita 
Western, ; ‘ ; oh 
Moyamensing, . . . . 8 
Mechanics, : . ‘ 
and 20 per cent. payable in shares. 

Southwark, er a ee 
Kensington, Pa hss ase 
Manufacturers’ and Mechanics’ 4 
Philadelphia, ects ae 
Farmers’ and Mechanics’ . ‘aa 
Penn Township, of oh ,ag 


The legislature of New York terminated its session 
on Tuesday. None of the internal improvement bills 
were passed. The nomination of col. Stone, of the 
N. Y. Commercial, as the agent to go to Europe to 
procure documents relating to the early history of New 
York, was rejected by the senate. 


A second ship of the Wilmington whaling compa 
ny’s vessel has just returned, after a cruise of fory 
months, with 1,500 bbls. sperm oil. 


A captain Clark was blown into the air, by the re- 
cent explosion which occurred in the steamboat Pilot, 
on the Mississippi, but escaped without injury. 


The New Orleans papers acknowledge the receipt of 
Galveston papers to the 19th ult. 

A steamer had lately ascended the Trinity river four 
hundred miles, and could have gone higher up. ‘The 
country on its banksis said to be settling rapidly. The 
soil is favorable to cotton. Lime, sand-stone and coal 
have been discovered in the upper parts. 


In the supreme court, sitting at Boston on Wednes 
day, Mr. Adams, late cashier of the Fulton bank, was 
acquitted by the jury, almost without consultation, @ 
the close of his trial. His was one of the cases of il 
dictment for fraudulently using or taking the funds 
a broken bank. His counsel submitted the case will 
out argument, and without calling a single witness !! 
his deience, so trivial were the attempts to prove him 
guilty. A verdict of not guilty was returned immed: 
ately by the jury. 


The Detroit Advertiser of the 19th inst. says, th! 
one of the largest cargoes ever sent from that port was 
shipped the day previous, on board the brig Rocky 
Mountain. It consisted of six thousand bushels ¢ 
wheat, five hundred and thirty barrels of flour, 20 
eight hundred bides, making together 239 tons. The 
brig was, of course, bound to the city of the West. 


Burning mine. The Pottsville (Pa.) Emporium o 
Saturday last says—‘*We regret to state that the jus" 
lar vein in Broad mountain, to which we referred som? 
weeks ago, is still on fire, and from persoaal observ* 
tion we should presume that the pillars of coal whi! 
are left to prop the mines are on fire. The late rails 
only added fresh fuel, and there is no telling when 
where it may end.” 


Egyptian cotton. The following quantity of cotton of 


the crop of 1837 was exported from Alexandria durin 
the last six months of 1838, viz: 





Maho cotton. Sea Islant. 

Bales. Boles. 
To Austria, [Trieste] 46,970 0 
France, {Marsaeilles] 14,544 0 
England, 14,501 500 
Total, 76,015 500 


On the Ist of January, 1839, there remained 10 . 
government stores, 9,000 bales of cotton of the crops ° 
1836, and 6,971 of that of 1837. The latter produce 
oe bales, 48,500 of which were of the quality calle? 

aho. 
kets was, for Maho, per quinta! of 100 rotolis, 16 ‘h# 
tns, and for Sea Island, 12. (Paris Monileu'- 
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